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THE RI DDLE OF LI FE

spread these truths in every land, though no individual nenber
is bound to accept any one of them every nmenber is left abso-
lutely free, to study as he pleases, to accept or to reject; but it the



sign of an inward and spiritual grace," a witness of the Life of
God in Man.



in the System each denser than its predecessor, each kind being



at different stages of progress.



Intelligence, since it has no imediate bearing on life. It is

grudge strenuous intellectual exertion.

change has its OWN answering vibration, as a nusical sound and



of matter, draw round hinself materials from a1 the worlds

Nat ure, and thus to becone its Ruler instead of its slave. This is



see, sounds Wwhi ch it cannot hear, and forces wWhi ch it cannot

per -
ceive, till they have brought about effects by nmobvi ng |arge nmasses
of matter big enough for it to see. He has nade delicate instru-

mMents to help his senses and to increase their perceptive range

others near and distant, "living" and "dead."



mental, and they are related severally to the three worlds above-

nanmed.
THE PHYSI CAL BODY.
This is at present the nobst highly-devel oped body of nman, and

10



then the etheric part, or etheric double, hovers near its life-partner,
and is the "waith," or "shade," sonetines seen after death, drift-
ing over graves. The physical body as a whole is man's nedi um
for communi cation with the physical world, and it is sonetines
called, for this reason, the "body of action.”

organi sed to reproduce these in physical matter. As the viewess

swiftly and spontaneously restored, then the sensitiveness is un-
healthy and m schievous, leading to degeneration, and finally, if
unchecked, to madness.
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and enotion, and in which reside the centers of our sense-organs

wor | d.

truly awful spectacle.

menti oned the consciousness functions in it during the hours of

* These illustrations are reproduced from MAN Visible and Invisible, by C
W Leadbeater. London Theosophical Publishing Society. 10s 6d net.
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THE MENTAL BODY.

needs of the NDOre or less unfol ded consci ousness connected wth

it.

t hought, the exercise of good enotions, aspiration (prayer) and

13



physi cal body, and he enters by birth on a New period of nort al

life.

i The W sdom of Sol onon, 11, 23.
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H

5".

Jofm XVII.

21.
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McTaggart, who, lately review ng the various theories of i nmor-
tality, Canme to the conclusion that Reincarnation was the nost

rati onal .

energence of a belief of savages anNDNg civilized nations, but a

16



to the thoughtful, tolerable only to blind and foundationl ess faith.
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light on the evolution of intelligence and conscience. The

expl anati on of hUMAN inequalities. She tells us that the drunkard
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wi t hout consci ence, wi t hout di scri m nati on.

capacities, the noble nature are the spoils of MANY a hard fought

| ear ni ng. I nci dents of childhood and youth have faded from our
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of a life that is closed, the conclusions to whi ch he has cone, the

20



unbur dened with the recollections of its past.
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refreshnent, during which the experiences of the past life on earth
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of worlds posterior to their OWN in tine. W& are pr ot ect ed,
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build the tender and pitifu nature which belongs to one WhO is
"a friend to all creatures.” The know edge of this | aw of change-
less justice, of the exact response of nature to every denmand,
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of love or iron chains

questi on very

easily.

of

hat e.
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for years and remain aliens in heart!

|l oves of their past? "I feel as it + had known you a1 Ny life,"

t he physical body.
26



child becone the oppressor?" Aye!

But He breathed the secret of release when He continued:

light of Reincarnation and Kar na.
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shadow of turning." The inviolableness of natural order; the ex-
actitude of natural | aw, the utter trustworthiness of nature

the nental worlds, | aw is equally changel ess; useless to SOW idle-
ness, and hope to reap learning; to SOW carel essness, and | ook for

28



can steer our ship whithersoever We wll.

and set hi mfree from bondage.

* Reprinted, with permission, from Bibby's Annual, 1910.
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are derived the English manNn—™Tdentical with the Sanskrit root

of nati ons. In the Bible We read:
This is the general |aw More particularly:

murderer.” ON the san® lines declares an Indian scripture: "Man
thread for the cord of destiny. WIl shows itself as desire: de-
for gaining them Wil mnBakes opj)ortifnities and attracts objects.

The third thread is spun by the Power to Act, and this is the

30



unf avour abl e physical conditions. AS "we are sow ng, so shall We
reap; as We are spinning, so shall be destiny's cord in the future.

MBAnN is the Creator of his Future; NMAN is the Maker of his Desti ny;
nMAeNn is his OWN Fate.

Ki ng of 1Israel, giving warning against association wWth an evil
man.
Christ. Thought is the parent of action; our nature sets itself to

greatest possible effect. This can best be done by the practice of
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advant age that its value can be tested by each person for him
sel f

the realization of its OWN foul creations. "As a NMBAAN thinks so he
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enbodi es i,
Such is the Law of Thought, such its power. “1f ye Know
these things, happy are ye ir ye do them"

of divinity"

possess objects whi ch give pleasure or to drive away objects whi ch
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give pain, by utter mastery of the
ing of the personality. (3)
duct: control of the m nd,

ti ons—™ T0l erance,

| ower nature, and transcend-
The six Endownents, or Good Con-

control of the body—speech and ac-
endur ance or cheerful ness,

bal ance or one-point-
edness, confi dence. (4) Desire for Union, or Love. These are
hi mthe United (Hanmsa, "1 aMHe"), or "he WhO does not return”

in form desire for life in form ess worlds, pride

race.
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enpi res, of civilizations.

*"The Ancient Four." Bhagahad-G ta, X, . Says H. P. Blavatsky:
"Hi gher than the Four is only One.”
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seen,

and know.
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