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N otice to Contributors.

The Magazine invites contributlons from professors and dis-
tinpuished past students of the institution, The present students
are also 'requested to send in interesting articles touching literary .
matters. All contributions should be written legibly on one side
of the paper only.

The Editor does not undertake to return rejected contribu-
tions, unless an addressed and stamped envelope is sent with them,

Only two numbers of this magazine will be published this

year.

Rates of Subscription.
’ per annnim,

New PPoona College Students ... . 0-12-0
Outsiders and past students of the Nutan

Marathi Vidyalaya ... oo 1—- 0-0
Single Copy e s 0— 8-0

All communications should be addressed to the Editor.
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Let knowledge grow from more to more

But more of reverence in us dwell—
— T ennyson.

VYol. I. ] November, 1916 [ No.1,
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SPARKS FROM THE EDITORIAL ANVIL.

TIPS, dear readers, the editor’s table 1s a veritable anvil

» on which the thoughts and ideals of the public,
whom he represents, are forged and hammered. The editor
merelv superintends the process and yet the situation for him
is not entirely safe, especially in these days. DBut “nothing
venture, nothing have’’ goes the proverb and the present
editor enters confidently, yvet cautiously upon the duties of
his position, bearing in mind the enheartening maxim that
¢ q faint heart never won a fair lady.’”’ He feels certain that
his readers will judge his work with indulgence and on the
strength of that helief, he pursues cheerfully ¢ the even
tenor of his way.” He remembers, with pardonable vanity,
the great praise bestowed upon able Editors by Carlyle in
the famous passage in the ¢ History of the FIFrench Rev-
olution ”’; but at the same time the responsibilities of his
position occupy his thoughts more than anything else.

Soon after the New Poona College had been ushered
into existence, it was suggested that it should have a Maga-
zine of its own in order to chronicle the incidents that take
place in its little world and to voice and embody its aspira-
tions. This number is the out-come of that suggestion and
we, of course, hope that The New Poona College Magazine
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has, to use a phrase of current journalism, ‘“come to stay.”’
It 1s true that our college students, being as yet mnovices in
the art of literarv composition, will not be able to contri-
bute much to its pages. DBut every attempt will bhe made
ta encourage them to write for the magazine, so that ulti-
mately theyv will be able to manage it for themselves. Our

chief hope, however, lies in the past students of the Nutan
Marathi Vidyalaya. We believe that, by starting the maga-
zine, we have given them an excellent opportunity to do
some service to their alma mater both by contributing and
subscribing to this infant periodical.

“ Take care of number one "’ is a piece of sound advice.
Although its usual meaning is different, we construe it into
an instruction to see that this issue aof the magazine contains
the very best articles that can possibly be procured. Our
readers will see for themselves that we have carried out the
advice mentioned above. Prof. V. 8. Ghate, M. A., contri-
butes a touching and sweet article, reviving happy memories
of his school days, when this institution had just reached
““ the High School stage "’ of its development. Prof. V. 5.
Ghate was amoug the first batch of students that passed
their Matriculation from the Nutan Marathi Vidyalayva. His
later career is too well-known to need any mention. Last
vear, he was awarded the Government of India Scholarship
in order to enable him to prosecute higher studies in
Sanskrit at Cambridge. He sends the article from Paris,
where he means to spend a few days. His love and regard
for the institution can be easily appreciated by a perusal of

the article, which, therefore, we commend to the special
notice of our readers.

‘The other article—a scholarly one—comes from the pen
of Prof. V. V. Sowani, M. A., of Meerut College. It is a work
of research and critical Scholarship. It describes an ancient
Indian festival, performed in honour of Indra. The writer
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has taken a good deal of trouble to hunt out the references
and has supported them by quotations. Lo this very reada-
ble article, too, we invite the prominent attention of our
readers, especially hecause it comes from a past student of
the institution. |

Prof. R. P. Sabnis, likewise contributes a delightful
article written in a manner worthy of a Cambridge Gradu-
ate. Can we not, therefore, say that we have taken care of
‘““ number one "’ ?

* » ¥ *

* The Institution, of which this magazine is an early off-
spring, unfolds a remarkable record of steady progress,
slow but sure. The growth is almost like that of a living
organism. The seed was sown in the yvear 1883, by some
admirers of the late Mr. V. K. Chiplunkar, called by some
the father of Nationalism in Maharashtra. We come to the
year 1896 and lo ! after the lapse of a little more than a
“tapas’’, the institution has grown from a Marathi Vernacu-
lar School into a full-Aedged High School, teaching upto the
Matriculation standard. By gradual steps, this memorial
as it were, of the great Mahratta patriot, inspired with
his spirit and quickened by his memory, grows and
Aourishes. It shows a steady increase in the number of
students and its results at the NMatriculation leave nothing
te be desired. Is its growth to stop there? Has it risen
to the full height of its possibilities 7 No. Some young and
enthusiatic graduates conceive the idea of giving it further
scope for development. Preparations in the way of the
necessary buildings and equipment are steadily carried on
through 1914 and 1915. The University graciously sets
the seal of its approval on the preparations made. His
Excellency the Governor of our Presidency condescends to
come over and open “ The New Poona College ”’, as it is
named, and thus dear “ old boys’, what was your High
‘Schooel for twenty years becomes our College !
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Having seen how the College has comic into existence,
the past merges into the present and one is inclined to
answer the whispered query : “ How i1s your college get-
ting on at present ? ' “ Well, splendidly.” ¢ The First Year
Arts " divisions, as they are cumbrously called, are quite full
and admission had to bhe refused to several for want of
accommodation and also on account of the University limits
which allows only a hundred students in each of the two
divisions. We hope that next year this limit will be raiscd
to at least 240. The Intermediate class is not equally fortu-
nate and can boast of only 36 students. Of course, it was 1not
te be expected that many students would seeck admission in-
to this class, because to do that they would have had to leave
the college in which they were studyving to put in-a brief
vear at a newly-fledged institution only to leave it at the

end of the year to join some other college for their B. A,
course.

Of the future who can tell? It is the ambition of
the promoters to see that the present students of the Iirst
Year's Class should take their B. A. degrees from this very
institution. They will try their best to open the B. A.
classes from 1918. Dut it depends on the quality of the
work shown and the practical sympathy of rich and charit-
able persons. The Principal and the staff will leave mno
stone unturned to achieve this end and the beauty of it 1s
that they are all hopelessly optimistic about it, although
the phrase may sound rather like an Irish bull.

* E - L

The opening ceremony of the College, that took place
on the 14th of June, was a grand and imprcssive function.
The space in front of the school building had been converted
into a magnificent ‘“mandap’ on one side of which was
erected a dais for the reception of His Excellency the
Governor and other worthies. Behind the dais were hung,
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the trophies won by the High School in sports. Miniature
“ Union jacks ”’ and festoons of mango leaves were largely
in evidenee, symbolizing to the philosophic eye, the happy
union of the East and West. There were so many rows of
chairs, arranged with an eye to the economy of space, that
one almost wondered whether there were sufficient
¢“ notables ”’ in Poona to fill them all. But at about £ p. m.,
ladies and gentiemen, in gay attire, began to throng the
environs of the building and were duly conducted to’ their
seats. Almost every body, who was anybody, was there.
Among those present were such illustrious personages as
the Chief of Sangli, the Chief of Ichalkaranji, the Hon. Mr.
Chaubal, the Hon. Mr. Carmichael, the Hon. Mr. Sharp and
Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar.

His Excellency arrived exactly at 5-30 p. m. and was
receivedat the entrance by Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar, Devan
Bahadur K. R. Godbole, Mr. H. N. Apte and Mr.V.G. Apte.
The inevitable music, welcoming His Excellency, enabledthe
guests to take their seats and to prepare themselves for the
further programme. After a few introductory remarks from Sir
Ramkrishna Bhandarkar, Mr. Vinayak Ganesh Apte, the retir-
ing superintendent of the High School and the would-be Prin-
cipal of the College, read a statement giving a brief-history
of the institution since its inception, tracing the develop-
ment of the Shikshana Prasarak-Mandali’s Nutan Marathi
Vidyalava and outlining the plan of work of the College
that was soon to be ‘i1z esse.” Devan DBahadur K. R.
Godbole then requested His Excellency to open the College.

His Excellency went over -to the College buildings,
which he opened with a silver key. He was shown the
laboratory and the library of the College and was also
victimized, together with some distinguished guests and the
College Staff, by that ubiquitous personality—the photo-
grapher. Just before this he had been introduced to the
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members of the staff. In the meanwhile, the guests assem.
bled in the Mandap were being treated to a delicious dose
of music. His'Excellency returned to his piace on the dais
and delivered a very interesting speech, in the course of
which he referred to the progress of the war, regretting the
surrender of the gallant garrison at Kut-el-Amara, and re-
calling the splendid heroism of our Poona division. After
rapidly passing in review the crowded incidents of the Irish
trouble, the death of ILord Kitchener, the successes of
the Allies on the German High Seas, the Speaker expressed
his belief that ““we are steadily but surely marching on the
road to victory.” In his solemmn aund moving tonc His
Excellency went on:—“It is my belief that all the sorrow
we have suifered, all the sacriices we have endured, will
bind us together in 4 firm and lasting bond of fellowship,
each part with a better understanding of the other, all
parts determined to secure absolute fairness and justice for
each in order to secure the welfarc of the whole.”

His Excellency then spoke of how his hopes of making
rapid and substantial progress in many departments in pro-
moting the advance of our Presidency had been foiled on
account of the hard necessity of drastic retrenchment every-
where. Then congratulating the promoters of the institu-
tion on their success in establishing the College in such
hard times and wishing the Colliege hearty god-speed, His
Excellency brought his sincere and sympathetic speech to
a conclusion.

A vote of thanks to His Excellency being proposed bv
the Chief of Sangli, His Excellency and the other guests
were garlanded amidst the cheers of the audience and after
the recital of the National Anthem, the proceedings of the
evening saw a successful termination.



15,

Pr
of. R. P. Sabn

Prof
. N
. M. Shah.

C.S.P.
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On the 4th of August 1916, the college had assembled
in the “ B division class-room of the First Year Arts
students in order to celebrate the anniversary of the decla-
ration of war by England and to wish success to the Allies’
arms. DProf. G. K. Gokhale made a short speech with
Principal Apte in the chair. The speaker pointed out
that this present War is one of Principles or, of two oppos-
ing theories of State. e showed how England had plunged
into the war not so much to avert anv direct danger, but to
assert the sanctity of plighted troth and to vindicate the
right of weaker nations to exist.

In closing the proceedings, the Principal said that if,
as a result of the war, the principle ¢ J.ive and let live ”
were ftirmly established, it would not have beenn fought
i vaini.  The business of the meeting came to a close with
the passing of the resolution regarding the unflinching
determination of the Allies to carry the war to a victorious
end. |

Amony more recent events is the welcoming of Prof.
N. M. Shah into the fold of the life-inembers and the com-
pleting of the necessary preliminaries prior to his departure
to alien lands. An evening party was given to him in the
school premises, where Indian refreshiments were served
perhaps for the reason that Mr. Shah would be a stranger to
them for three years and that Prof. R. I°. Sabnis, who was
also welcomed and entertained that evening, had been a
stranger to them for a couple of years. ' The guests of the
evening were garlanded and cheered at the end.

In the course of the evening, Principal Apte made a
speech praising the rare sacrifice of these two gifted youths.
Mr. Potdar gave vent to feelings of mixed jey and sorrow
in. Marathi and Profs, Gharpure and Karmarkar added their
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good wishes. We record our hearty good wishes for the
welfare and prosperity of these two mew and invaluable
additions to the board of life-members.

The College students held a separate meeting in order
to present an address to Profs. Shah and Sabnis. Principal
Apte was in the chair. Prof. Gokhale made a few observa-
tions on behalf of the students and after the guests were
garlanded, the meeting came to a close.

A * ¥ *

The out-break of plague has disturbed the smooth work-
ing of the College and has affected the School department
also to a considerable extent. Many students had to leave
Poona and the terminal examination of the College had to
be postponed to the next term. We can only hope that
this disturbance will not affect the University results at the
end of the year. To the College especially, which has yet
a position to win and a name to establish, this untimely and
unwelcome advent-of plague means a special misfortune.
But as Bhishma has wisely taught ‘ Exertion is greater than
destiny ©’ we commend this sage counsel of the ancient
teacher to the particular notice of our students, and we wish
that they should exert their utmost power to bring credit
to themselves and to their College.




Words of Charm and Cheer

BY

His Excellency Lord Willingdon,
| e AR g e———

[ His Excellency Liord Willingdon has endeared himself to
the people of this Presidency by the charm of his speech. In all
his publiec speeches, he creates a profound impression by bhis
fluency, and ease of delivery, his free and wunrestrained manner,
his sonorous voice with a touch of ftenderness in it and above all
the outspokenncess and sineerity that arc writ large in every word
of his. We venture to publish separately this concluding part
of his speech on the 14th of June 1916 delivered on the ocecasion
of the opening ceremony of the New Poona COollege. so as to give
it the prominence it descrves. ]

“ You may, therefore, imagine how particularly pleased
I am to be with vou to-day and to feel that progress i1s still

going an, brought about by the generasity and devotion of -

individual citizens of your city. You have reminded me
in yvour address of a certain remark 1l made last year about
knocking at the door of the University. I can only warmly
congratulate you on the fact that you have some one
amongst you who has pronounced ¢ the open sesame’~ and
unlocked the magic gate within the short space of a year.
Most sincerely I wish all success to your college and 1 can
assure yaou that if the results of your administration receive
recommendation during the next five years, Government
will be inclined to listen sympathetically to certain difficul-
ties in your path which have to-day been suggested by your
secretary. l.et me add one word in conclusion. You are
starting on vour way under the brightest conditions, the
foundation of your success having been firmly laid through
the generous help and influence of such leaders of educa-

“tional effort as Sir Ramkrishna Bhandarkar, Dewan Bahadur

‘Godbole, Mr, Apte and others, whose advice and counsel

-
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will always be at your service. You have a zealous and
devoted staff of professors, who will, I am confident, so dis-
charge their educational duties that this college will produce
god-fearing men ready to go forth in the world to fight the
battle of life by means of a manly, moral and well-regulated
course’of conduct. And if and when, as I hope I may, I
visit these shores in future years, I trust I may find that the
New Poona College has fulfilled the highest aspirations of
its promoters.”




The attitude and the aims of the ideal student.
BY
Sir R. G. Bhandarkar.

.u-%—

[ On the 20th of June 1916, the professors and students were
assembled in the First Year Arts A’ division to go through the
inaugural function marking the first day of the academic year. Sir
R. G. Bhandarkar, the Nestor in the field of Eduecational work
and the Chairman of the Council of the Shikshana-Prasarak
Mandali had kindly conscnted to attend and speak a few words
of advice to the students., It was a solemn occasion. The hall
was completely filled with cager youths anxious to sec their new
College ¢ get under way.’’ A breathless silence filled the entire
assembly when Sir Ramkrishua Bhandarkar rose amidst deafening
applause and delivercd a lecarncd aud instructive address, the sub-
stauce of which is reproduced below after having been revised and
corrected by himsclf. ]

‘“ Professors and students of the New Poona College, 1
have great pleasure in being present on the occasion when
this new college commences its teaching work on the opén-
ing day of the first term of the University year. 1 have
always been keenly interested in Education and hence I am
glad to find that | oona is adding one more educational in-
stitution to those that are already existing. IBut in order
that the institution may justify its existence nnd prove worthy
of the high ideals for which it stands, the students must
always bear in mind that it is largely in their hands to
make or mar the institution to which they belong and there-
fore they must ever be on the alert to watch their conduct.
It is on yvou that the future of the instituticn depends and
¢ by its fruits will it be judged.”

You will be taught here literature and science. In
order that you may grasp the principles of what is laid be-
fore you thoroughly, it is necessary that a certain attitude
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towards the subjects to which you are introduced, should
always be maintained. The attitude is, 1 think, properly
mdicated by one of our oldest Sanskrit writers—Yiiska—the
author of the Nirukta, which contains the derivation and
cxplanation, with instances, of words collected from the
Rig-Veda Sambhitas into groups which are called Nighantus.
The verse given by Yiska is as follows :—

Bt & 3 SISOTHTIA TrT AT atre s |

AGIFIATIFISTATT T HT TAT JTATAT TR

Vidyva ( Learning ) went to a Brahmana ( and said: )
“ Protect me; I shall be a treasure to yvou. Do not com-
municate me to one who is disposed to find fault, who 1s
not straight and who is not self-controlled. If you do so
( =1T) I shall be a source of power ( to you)”

The attitude of «u student, then, ought to be that hc
should be in a receptive mood, disposed to find what is
reasonable in all that is stated to him, not to pick holes 1n
it i. c. the attitude should not be hostile. Hec should be
straight; he should not allow himself to be swayed by any
prepossession or prejudice; he should not be inclined to-
wurds evil thought; thus, in short, he should control himself,

If a students’ disposition is hostile, he will not be uble
to commprehend the true essence of what he is introduced to;
in extreme cases, a man with this attitude may evell say
that sugar to him is not sweet. He will not receive any-
thing, opposed to his prepossessions, that he may {ind in
the subject to which he is introduced. If he is not s or
straight, he may approach his subject not with a view to
gain knowledge, which must be the proper aim, but with o
view of satisfying some other end. Thus students in our
university are too often actuated, in studying a subject with
the motive of merely passing the examination in it, for
which they are preparing.- If that is your attitude, you
simply cram up a subject and not really learn it or make
it your own,



THE ATTITUDE AND THE AIMS OF THE IDEAL STUDENT. 13

Now the object to be aimed at in education is to enable
the studeiits to apprehend the true, the good and the beauti-
ful i. e. that which is permanent in the appearances we meect
with, what is morally elevating and what delights the soul
and fills it with high aspirations. Your knowledge of a
thing must be true i. e. supported by evidence which satisfies
the reason and should form a consistent whole and not be
made up of bits, inconsistent and incompatible with each
other. In feeling and conduct you should endeavour to find
the good i. e. what elevates the soul and discriminate it from
what lowers it or renders it mean. In reading poetry, bio-
- graphy and history, you should befguided by this principle.
From your acquaintance with the above subjects, you should
also endeavour to find what is beautiful i. e. that which
sends a thrill of delightinto your heart in the external aspects
of Nature and also in the character of man. If these prin-
ciples are steadily kept in view in the course of your studies,
vou will no doubt render yourselves men of thorough
culture, able to do their duties in this world and thus fulfil
the mission of life. ”




The Greatest of them.

BY
Prof. G. K. Gokhale.

.-"‘FW\,-—-

{ On the opening day of the New Pooua College, after Sir
Lamkrishna Blhandarkar had finished, Prof, Gokhale followed

up
the veteran cducatiouist™s - cholarly address with

@ small spoech.
<PDutly?? aud ¢ character 7" formed the burden of his advico to the
Promising young uundergradnates assembled on the ocvcasion. It is
proposed to reproduco the concluding part of hiis ¢ scrmron. ’7 as it
13 particularly sigunificant iu vhese davs of national awakening, |

After congratulating his young friends on their good
fortune of being born in the first decade of the 20th century,
which wus destined to see great things enucted o1 the stage
of the world, Prof. Goklinle remarked that it was on account
of this very good fortune that the responsibilities of the
student world were specially heavy. Now, another name
for regpounsibility was duty, of which sé much had been muade
in England when Nelson exhibited on his Hag the motto
¢ England expects every man to do his duty.” In India
the same lesson had been taught 5000 years ago by Shri
Krishna Bhagawan in his immortal counsel : ¢ sRH7IIrig=wI<-
£ A7 R&Y wEr=w.” It was not that in India, there were 1o
great ideals to be followed but there wuas no strength and
determination to follow them. The lecturer exharted his
audience to develop these virtues. After a brief reference to
thc physical, emotional, intellectuul and spiritual sides of
education and the way to strengthen each of them, the lec-
turer turned to the question of character and said :—

S0 much is talked in these days about Indians lacking
in character and so on. Now what is meant by this “ cha-
racter ' ? Does it consist in thinking oueself superior to
the rest of the world and exhibiting a sort of assertiveness?
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His Excellency Lord Willingdon does not think sa. If you
consider his remarks on character in his speech he delivered
in the Deccan College in 1913, you will see that English
opinion with regard to character is something different.
Character is not haughtiness or bad manners. In the speech
above referred to, His Excellency has paid Indians the uni-
gue compliment of being the best-mannered race in the -
world. Let us try to be worthy of that compliment for all .
time to come. Let us be polite and gentle. But at the
same,time let us cultivate and develop an inner strength
that will enable us to keep to the right path in spitc of all
temptations or difficulties. That is, in my humble opinion,
the true meaning of character.

J” There are several qualities that go to make up character,
in the truest sense of the term. The precious web of a
strong, manly and noble character is woven out of different
golden threads, such as those of patience, fortitude, sym-
pathy and courage. DBut it must always be borne in mind
that ’

The greatest of them

is “unselfishness’”. When a man possesses this divine virtue,
it enables him to acquire all the rest, and all the others,
without this, would never be sufficient. If it be granted that
a man is unselfish, why should he be inclined to do evil at
all? This quality, therefore, I place in the front rank of all
moral virtues. Everything is summed up in it. It is some-
times said that there i1s only one vice in the world and that
1s selfishness; similarly there is only one virtue in the world

and that is unselfishness.

But the materialist who takes his stand on biology
would say : ‘“ If a man were to be perfectly unselfish, he
would not be able to held his own in the struggle for exis-
tence, in which only those who care for themselves come
out successful. All biological evidence goes to prove this,”
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That may be so; but we should care more for moral eleva-
tion than for material aggrandizement. DBesides, has not
Shrikrishna promised that he himself would take care of the

person who, having given up all selfishness, exerts himself
only for the welfare of the world?

AATETTTATAT AT T AT g2 qraa |
a9l FetagE TR ey |

One need not be afraid, if he has faith in these words, of
the Blessed Lord, of doing good to others without taking
thought for oncself. Desides, unselfishness is at the root of
all genuine patriotism and large-hearted philanthropy. Love
of the Motherland and love of oneé’s fellowmen must: so fill
the heart that there must be no room for petty or sordid
motives. Moreover, the greatest of earthly joys is the joy
that fills the soul, when you do a good turn to another ¢ for
its own sake 7. KEvery one of us should be beginning to
experience the happiness of seeing others happy. So take
this large view of character and begin to build such unselfish -
character from to-day. It is not impossible nor even
difficult, only if you are sincere and true to yourself. Never
excuse yourself. Be as hard on yourself as you ought to be
imndulgent towards the faults of others. By such severe self-
scrutiny and a strict self-discipline, it is possible for every
onte of us to fulfil the high destiny that is in store for us
and I appeal to you, by all your reverence for the past and
your splendid hopes for the future, to become men of sterl-
ing character, devoted to the service of the Motherland .




THE NUTAN MARATHI VIDYALAYA.
Reminiscences
‘ BY
Proi. V S.” Ghate, M. A.

The fourteenth of June 1916 will ever be a memorable
day in the life of the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya. As the
name shows, it began with the Marathi bigds7 yaiid, and
passing gradually through the different stages of a Marathi
primary school, an Anglo-Vernacular school, a high school,
it has now grown into a second-grade college, and will be-
fore long be a first-grade college too. The progress has
been necessarily slow; for it has taken not less than thirty-
three vears to build the edifice as it stands to-day. But all
through this period there stand out conspicuously certain
traits which have characterised the institution, and which
have gone to make it what it is to-day. It is but natural
that the whole of the past of the institution should rise bé-
fore the mind of one who had the good fortune of once be-
longing to it, and who can never forget all that he owes to
it;and it would not beout of place to briefly refer to some of
the little incidentsin the past inthis first number of the New
Poona College Magazine; as it would help to give some iden
of the spirit which has always inspired this _institutioﬁ to the
young men who receive instruction here; and what I am
going to say will be, I believe, specially interesting to the
enthusiastic and self-sacrificing band of young men who have
voluntarily come forward to steer it successfully through its
future course.

I need not refer to the spirit of self-sacrifice and inde-
pendence which has always actuated the conductors of this
institution. It is a fact too well-known. What I wish to
refer to on this occasion is their love of the work they un-
dertook and specially the spirit of sympathy which pervaded

the relations between the teachers and the taught. TFor it
3 .



18 @ THE NEw PooNaA COLLEGE MAGAZINE.

is often forgotten that the qualities which go to make a
successful teacher are not only a thorough knowledge of his
subject, and a capability of demonstration, but above all a
frank sympathy with the scholars. That teacher is best un-
derstood and proves most effective, who can enter into the
spirit of the scholars, who can make himself not only res-
pected but liked by them, and who can make them fcel quite
at home with him. If this fact is borne in mind by teachers,
I think, no boys would hate their school and they would be
only glad to be relieved from the-dull monotony of the home.
it was this spirit of homeliness which marked the relations
between the teachers and the taught.

It was about 22 years ago when the school taught only
upto the fifth English Standard. The annual examination
was over and the students who completed their fifth stand-
ard had no course but to leave the school and join some
other for the sixth standard. We were all really very sorry;
for we all felt a strong attachment to our school and the
idea of leaving it was simply unbearable. A group of
about forty students, all about fourteen vears old, went
together to see our beloved master, whom we called by the
familiar name ¢ Damu Anna ’, and told him what we felt.
He was moved by our prayer, as we had expected, and he
took up the matter seriously. In a fortnight we had
the Sixth Standard opened, and everything went on well.
Next year naturally provision had te be made for the
Seventh Standard ; and thus we had the satisfaction of com-
pleting the school course of the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya.

I may give another little instance of how much we
loved Damu Anna. As we entered the Sixth Standard, we
were naturally entrusted to the care of some graduate
teacher ; and Damu Anni told us that he would have no-
thing to do with us as a teacher ; for as he said funnily he
had nothing to teach- us. But we could not do without
Damu Anna, and we forced him to give us one hour a weeck
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to teach astronomy ( only nominally according to the time-
table ), but really to amuse us with his instructive stories
which he had a very funny way of narrating; and I assure
you that though we learnt little or no astronomy we gained
a lot of useful information, not to speak of the fun which

we enjoyed.

Damu Anna possessed arare tact of managing students.
A single glance of his was sufficient to produce silence in a
class howsoever noisy. His influence was felt not only in
the class-room, but on the play-ground also. He actually
took part in games with us ; and those who were lazy or
not strong enough he encouraged by adapting himself to
them. HHe at once could see through 2 student; and though
he loved them, he never unnecessarily fattered their
caprices. Once we had a teacher who always made a mess
of the whole thing ; and inspite of his good intentions he
appeared to us a complete failure. It was scarcely a fort-
night since he had come, and a deputation of students went
to Damu Anna to complain against him. 1 still remember
the stern look and the strong words which we had to face.
He made us feel ashamed of our impatience; and we returned
crest-fallen and not a little surprised, too. Baut it was only
a week after that, and we were agreeably surprised to have
another teacher take his place.

In the beginning, when the Matriculation Class was
opelled, there were naturally some difficulties and troubles.
As for Mathematics, English and Sanskrit we were in guod
hands and very happy, too. DBut scientce was a new subject
and one that cannot be tackled by every body. New graduates
were imported ; but they could not imbibre the spirtit of the
institution ; besides they were inéxperienced. 3So. several
meails were tried, but without success; until at last the
old teachers had to come forward to teach the new subjects.
That Mechanics was taken up by the Veteran Mathematics-
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teacher there is mnothing strange about it. What would,
however, appear most funny at first sight was that the
teacher in charge of iinglish grammar undertook to teach
chemistry ; and he who taught Paradise Lost taught astro-
nomy. And all my friends of that vear will yvet bear testi-

mony to how thoreughly and satisfactorily we did these
subjects.

That yvear every teacher tried to dohis best, even some-
times to the great inconvenience of the taught. We had
extra hours almost for every subject; and even Sundays
were turned into working days; but all this tended to
bring us together the more closely, and to confirm the feecl-

ing that we all belonged to i1 common family where the
interest of one was the interest of all.

At last came the examination ; and I still remember

the eagerness and anxiety of the teachers to question us

and to know how we had done in the papers every evening
as we returned from the Mandap. XEvery one of us feit
pleased and not a little proud for the attention shown ; and

the encouraging words of the teachers buoyed us up the
better for the ordeal which we had to face.

The result was declared; and at last the moment came
when we had to bid good-bye to our dear o¢ld school. We
had a pretty little gathering on the eve of our separation;

and the memory of the scene, even at this moment, fills me

with a deep sorrow; and 1 cannot help shedding a tear,

There was feeling of joy at the prospect of joining a College—

which we then thought to be something grand and’ magni-
ficent—{for higher education; but it was completely merged
in the thought that we would no longer have the privilege
of sitting at the feet of our dear old teachers, and of being
fondled by them; and this thought screwed our heart with
deep agony; and those who were present at that very small

but memorable meeting would yet remember how every one
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was in tears, deeply moved, and unable to speak a word.
Damu Anna made a small speech to advise us and to give
his loving message to us. He tried to speak, but he could
not. He was so much affected that after every word he had
to stop ; he could with great difficulty control the emotion.
I remember some of his words. He said, ¢ My boys, you
cannot imagine what I feel at this moment. We have done
everything we can for you; and now it is my duty to bid
adieu to you; for you must leave our little school now to
pursue higher studies. = Remember a mother who has to see
her daughter go to her husband’s place, but who, all the same,
finds the separation unbearable, with all the care and love
she has bestowed on her.”’ There was a complete silence,
and every one was maved; but the occasion, howsoever in-
significant it may be to outsiders, had its influence on us;
and it can never be blotted from our memory. |

I hope the same spirit of love ever inspires the teachers
and the taught; and I am sure nothing but success would be
in store.
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Of all modern writers in England, there has beenn none
who can compete with DBernard: Shaw in being always a
storm-centre of controversy. He has been denounced as a
dangerous revolutionary, ridiculed as a cynical madman,
1dolized as a profound thinker. This Irish-man survived, at
the beginning of his career,in the'struggle for life by ‘throw-
ing his mother inte it.” She ¢ kept the pot boiling’ by
the most exasperating drudgery. When Shaw came to Lon-
don, he was in a position to envy the lot of a DBihari day-
labourer who maintains, very comfortably, a family on two
annas a day! In these memorable days, a beggar once begged
of Shaw with the words ¢ I haven't a penny in the world.
‘ Neither have I’ was the cheerful reply ! On another occa-
sion,a‘lady of the pavement’ pounced upon the theatre-rcturn-
g Shaw and walked for half a mile, her arm thrust into his,
a1l the time showering on him the most endearing caresses.
At the end of that journey, finding that the excuses prepared
under extra pressure by his imaginative brain were useless as
the chartist petition, he held his penniless purse before her
eyes. A shooting star does not disappear with greater rapi-
dity than that with which the lady vanished in the darkness
of night. In these days, Shaw could not afford the fashion
of solitude when writing his plays. 7 His gifts seem to have
been extremely. thick-skinned because they were not killed
even by the noise on the tops:of ommnibuses whereas the
slightest breath of wind or criticism withers away a whole
modern Marathi poet. Z77a¢ Bernard Shaw is dead-—dead as

% [ The works.of Bernard’Shaw werelunfortunately not with me when
I wrote this. The circumstance will explain the inacenracy ef guotation
in the article J.
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regards his poverty. The other day he invested just
£20,000 in the war-loan and he has caught hold of a charm-

ing wife with great wealth,

That wealth and.positien has been won by the exertion
of his brains and pen. It is a further.fact that the wealth
has notchanged his ascetic life, (he does not feed on ‘corpses’,
¢ fuddle his brain with wine ' or ¢ polute the pure air with
filthy smoke ") or diminished his intellectual activity. His
play means his solution of a social problem. No incident
ever disfigures his plays—all is intellectual exercise. The
wit of the man, who can sustain your interest through 2
whole play on the brilliance of dialogue, does not require as
much description as the joy that is {elt by institutions at the
arrival of distinguished visitors. More important than his
plays are the prefaces to his plays. The Ilength of
the play varies inversely as the length of the pre-
face. As days pass, the play shortens and the preface leng-
thens. Every page of the preface sparkles with the meost
startling epigrams and analogies, the most withering sar-
casms and gibes. Every page of the play displays the
most brilliant repartees, the most consummate skill in giving
a sudden turn to the dialogue. His defiance of the stage
conventions is another weapon in his hands to attract atten-
tion. His plays do net describe swallowing of poisons and,
plunging of daggers, love makings of young men and women
who succeed only in making fools of themselves and others,
illicit connections and all that dust heap from which play-
wrights copiously draw. His villains do not go about shoot-
ing and violating women but their sin is that they are baron-
eted members. of parliament on the strength of the posses-
sion of labour spoliating factories, shaking hands with dukes
and dutchesses. His herces do not lecture on the hackneyed
maxims that virtue is ultimately rewarded and that adversity
is conquered only by fortitude and so on; but they are utter-
ly immeoral by the present standards, railing against con-
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ventions and the saociety, shocking others by their apparent-
1y ruthless ideas against the poor and the weak, seeing
through all sentimental shams, making themselves surpris-
ingly unpleasant—in short they are Bernard Shaws.

- What are the ideas that he fills his plays with*? The
world is full of automatons, not human beings. The dis-
tinguishing characteristic of man is reason, the power that
discriminates the real from the sham. What are called men
at present are not men because they either do not have
reason or do not make use of their reason. They are duped
by the most meaningless words as patriotism and rcligion
intoe the most grotesque absurdities. They are enchanted
by personalities whose preaching they invariably misunder-
stand, whose stupid details they lovingly adore. Theyv allow
unchallenged sway to conventions over their daily life. The
thought of the purpose of what they are deing hardly enters
their soul. They mechanically live as their forefathers id
or as their neighbours do. They fear reality more than the
crucllest death or the deepest hell. They delight in shams,
trving to deceive others but deceiving themselves. If they
are confronted with realities they will turn aside with dis-
gust. DBut if some plausible sham can be substituted for
the recality, they are the first to try strenuously. Tell them
that they are falsechood-makers and they will feel revolted.
Call them wpoliticians instead and they will feel elevated.

This atmosphere of shams blights the soul. It has
been the duty of genius to dispel the shams and to let the
reality shine forth. Shaw is surer of his mission than of
his existence. He wants a healthier and robuster race of
beings, who will be rational, not emotional, who will
be intellectually keen, who will ¢4k more than drudge.
He wants the freest opportunity for every one to

#* [ ¢ Man and the Superman ' contains his philosophy, the prefacc t
¢ Androclese and the licn ’ his readiog of christianity 7.
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develop his individuality to the full. He wants the
labour of each man to be rewarded not despoiled. He
wants the equality of man and man, and man and woman
to be firmly established. He wants criminals to be re-
formed, not punished by jargon-speaking judges who pre- -
tend to be impartial but are vindictive. He wants the

¢ life-forces ° to triumph over the ¢ Death-forces.” These

aims are such that it would be difficult to find a man who
will not subscribe to them. But if others find the present
Western Society imperfect', Bernard Shaw finds it worth
only a clean sweep.* In his ideal society, there will be
none of those squalid beasts, namely men having an income
of less than £ 500 a year, none of that ¢ most licentious of
human institutions ° namely marriage, none of that most
efficient means of conjuring up the basest selfishness,
namely family, none of that refuge of scoundrels, namely
army, none of those members of that idiotic and revengeful
race namely judges. If your aims are admittedly the same
as those of Shaw, you are not ready like himm to mercilessly
sweep away every thing—no matter what it is—that hinders
the early consummation of that aim. the fury with which
he denounces those, who hide behind the cloak of emotion
or religion, when the aim is clear, is simply appalling. He
brooks no reverence for the sentimentalities of others. He
will not respect a tradition because it is time-honoured,
or ordained by the ritual of a religion. He would ins-
pect it exactly as he would inspect a button or a
shoe—is it likely to serve efficiently and .long the
purpose for which it has been brought into existence ;
if not, why does it encumber the ground ? He is dreaded by
people as a murderer or assassin when he proclaims in
strident terms his iconoclasm. This, he says, is due to
their confusing preparation for new building with destruc-

* One has only to imagine what our Indian Sccietj" will receive from
his hands !} B

4
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tion. No one ever built a building where there was a ditch
here and a hillock there, an overgrowth of mushrooms and
shrubs, an exuberance of dungheaps and-corpses. He comes
among you with a sword. He will battle against the world
single-handed. He fights against his greatest friends when
they allow.themselves to be turhed away from their right
path by words. His sympathy was not to be wasted on
those liberty-lovers who wanted Poland to be free and there-
fore argued Shaw with an army which would attack other
armies or invite an attack from them, and with a shameless-
ly selfish aristocracy ready to plunder the poor.

His assertions dazzle you by their startling contradiction
to accepted axioms. He will talk of the ‘common nonsense’
of the so-called practical Englishman whose sole idea. of good
is that good means good to eat and sleep, who, with the
bumptioushess created by the possession of money, does not
care a rap for things intellectual, who reasons with his prim-
itive logic that feeding on beef will make him strong like
a bull. The credulity of moderners is held to ridicule be.-
cause they believe that the earth is round not in deference
to the real reasons but in deference to Newton—he would
prefer the ¢ wholesome scepticism ’ of those who believe the
earth to be flat. A Roman Emperor might have provided a
bishop with a fat income for telling him that the sun mowved
round the earth but a Kaiser who knows no better will give
him the benefit of the bracing atmosphere of a prison-house.
He thinks more highly of a dramatist who would write a
preface to.his play (but dramatists, in Shaw’s opinion, usually
cannot )—is willing to give away perhaps thirty of Shakes-
peare’s plays for a - Shakespearian preface to Lear. Huxley
revived superstitious rites and tribal soothsayings and called
them science! Nelson was a contemptible braggart, who
had to fight under such ridiculously easy conditions that he

would have deserved shooting if he had not been the victor
and who idiotically threw away his wretched life, for nc-
thing, out of theatricality.
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But the irony of Shaw’s fate.is amusing. This preacher
of ¢ free love ’, this denouncer of marriage is married to a
single wife. He is made the object of blind devotion, the
thing he despises most. He himself is guilty of a great
sham as his compatriot of the same temperament, Swift, was
guilty of the sham of appearing worse than he was, hiding
the most touching kindnesses. Shaw pretends to ¢ be eco-
nomically minded and apprehensive to old-maidishness. "’
He scorns to show his heart which melts with pity at the
sight of the least misery. He is moved by the pain not
only of men but what is singularly rare in the West, of
corpses on which people feed. He will never appeal to the
sense of mercy but will bring forward only economical
arguments. He will prefer vegeterianism because he finds
flesh-eating wasteful! He wishes to work himself to.death
in the cause of the society with the gifts that nature has
given him. He allows society to have greater claim on him

than he himself has.



The Indradhvaja Festival.
s VoS

This is a long forgotten festival of Ancient India, per-
formed during the rainy season. The festival has long dis-
appeared with the old Indian kingdoem. It was a very
popular festival and plays were staged and there were other
rejoicings. According to Vishnu-Smriti, Vedic study was
also interrupted when the long pole in honour of Indra was
hoisted as well as when it was pulled down. This festival
was instituted in honour of Indra.

The religious side of this festival is perhaps represented
by the Indrayajfia, which is described in Paraskara Grihya-
stutras, Kanda II, Kanlika 15, in which a milk-porridge is
prepared for Indra and there are ghee offerings to Indra,
Indrani, Aja Ekapad, Ahirbudhnya and Prau thapad&s. This
Indrayajiia is to be performed on the full-moon day of
Bhadrapada month. On the full-moon day of the month
of Ashvina there is another ceremonial in honour of Indra
in which a milk-porridge is again prepared for Indra. Then
having mixed curds, honey and ghee with that it is offered
to Indra, Indrani, the two Ashvins, the Ashvayuji Paurna-
masi and to Sharad ( 7. e. Autumn).

This festival in honour of Indra is described in the
Atharvavedaparishista called Indramahotsava and also in
chapter 140 of the Kausikasitra attached to Atharvaveda,
As these texts are not available here the writer has no means
of giving the interesting information which they contain.
However the fact that these texts describe this popular festi-
val shows that this popular festival is very ancient. An
elaborate description of this festival is found in VarZha-
mihira’s work ¢ Brihatsamhitd ’, Ch. XLIII, This festival is
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also described in Kalikapurana. The Indradhvaja is des-
cribed in that and in the 21st chapter of Devipurana thus:—
On an auspicious day an astrologer and a carpenter should
go to the forest together with strong youths. Then they
should worship the (Arjuna) tree [called in Marathi sysra-
|rg=T which was generally used to make the long pole for
Indral and make oblations to the spirits. Then in the
morning the tree is cut down and taken to the city by the
strong-bodied youths. The best pole is° that which is 42
hands or 21 yards in length. The pole is taken to the city
and fixed into the ground on the 8th day of the bright half
of Bhadrapada. At the base of the pole there are placed
wooden images of Indra’s mothers and daughters represent-
ed by poles of lesser heights. Then the preliminary con-
secration ceremony and the invocation of deities &c. are
performed on the 11th day of the Bright-half of Bhadra-
pada. The next day an auspicious circle is described and
in the centre of that circle the image of god Indra made of
gold or wood or earth is placed. Then god Vishnu is wor-
shipped and afterwards the image of Indra is worshipped
with elaborate ceremonial. The guardians of the ten
quarters as well as the planets, the Sadhyas, the gods:
the divine mothers should be worshipped in due order. All
the images are to be dressed in fine clothes and decked
with beautiful ornaments. Then on an auspicious moment
the king shouid go to the place whergdthe pole is fixed, ac-
companied by theastrologerandthearchitect, and should then
slowly raise the banner attached to the pole by means of a
mechanical contrivance, being assisted by his ministers.
Then Indra, Shachi, Matali, Jayanta, Airavata, the planets,
the guardians of the guarters and other deities which are
always in groups. Then the offerings of ghee and sesamum
are made in fire to all those deities in accompaniment of
holy mantras. At the end of this Homa the Brahmanas
should be given a feast. This ceremonial is to be observed
every day for one full week, and the king has to take
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special care to see by employing suitable guards that no
birds alight on the flagstaff of Indra. Then when the con-
junction of the mecon with Bharani constellation is over
the flagstaff should be slowly taken down at night time
when all the people are asleep and then thrown into deep
water bidding it farewell with a suitable prayer. The flag-
staff can be taken down on any day excepting Satur-
day and Tuesday. According to Ramayana it was taken
" down on the full-moon day of the month of Ashvina (Rama-
yana, KishkindhZkanda, Canto X VI, 'v. 37). That it was
considered inauspicious to look at the pole of Indra when it
was taken down and then secretly carried away we learn
from Mricchakatika, Act X, v. 7. From the prologue of
Naganandanataka we learn that the play was first enacted
during this great festival of Indra’s flagstaff. DBharata’s
Natyashastra describes in Chapter 1. vv. 20-40 the mytholo-
gical origin of this flagstaff of Indra. From that account
we learn that the semi-divine sage Bharata, the reputed
author of Natyash@stra enacted his first performance called
Amritamanthana, which was of the Samavakara kind (c¢f.
Natyashastra, Chapter IV, vv. 2-6 and Ch. XVIII, 109-~123
stanzas ) before all gods with the sanction of the Creator.
Being pleased with that performance gods made several pre-
sents to him among whom was the flagstaff of Indra (Natya-
shatra I. 26). This flagstaff or Qdivaja protects the drama-
tic performance agginst calamities proceeding from the
demons and evil spirits. Hence it is called by the name
«“ Jarjara ”’ (N&tyashastra Ch. I, vv. 39-40). Thus it is clear
that this joyous festival has many interesting points of
resemblance with the Ganesha festival of to-day as well as
the Durgaptjd IFestival of the Bengalese.

In literature we find the rise of an exalted persanage
compared to the erection of the flagstaff of Indra; Vide

IfReqAt @ AGTET gERT FARTT 1 gETAeTST -
Frrgeasiiaa o (srarearRis LXXVIIL, v. 25); Reeiqr anad-
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FEHITATT ACRATELT qHI=FAER | (FFIRA [, 64); Taria-
TrsreSraeurg: 0 (FEIRA Canto II1, v. 12), and
GEETETACIT TRAFAATIHT: Ia’arn-g-m’ﬂirr"f-tﬁ a'ﬂz SEE IR
JHAT: | —IFYO Canto 1V, v.

On the other hand, falllng on the ground under the shock
of grief is compared to the falling down of Indradhvaja ; Vide

HTHAT: RITSTIETT RrgaaaiaTor: 93qd: |
ST IHT AT TATEHS: sra’fq% F I eI
— AT, AATEgTEvE Canto LXXIV, v. 36
(Compare also gg=aRa Canto VIII, v. 73).

" (E:) g TFN $E19: 997 qufides |

TSI iﬁﬁm TSy sAi=ga: I -
—ATAOT, SAAEATHIS LI&XVIH 9.

qEEAT TERIST AT FHeaC | PRI ardT AT rﬁ:l‘d‘%u

TEEEASTATYE: TOTHTEAT TEaS ) ATAGFEARY  Afa @4
faaT: il

fANaAT AMEIEIFUET TA NS eTATAT <& el |
— 7T, e arEtE, Canto X VI, vv. 36-37, 39,
H I T H AN GEIHF I |
ATATRILAET FHUIALT €T3 1l
—rHTHoT, fRrsearwis X VI, 2.

The passages in Valmiki’'s Ramayana are quoted in
extenso as they are the earliest as well as the most interest-
ing referencestothisancientfestival, which giveusavivididea
of this flagstaff of Indra, the central figure in this autumnal

festival in honour of Indra, the god of rains.  Let me hope
that my young friends will try to find details of many such
forgotten festivals of Ancient India.

"MeEeErUT COLLEGE, } | V. V. SOVANI,
I8¢th Sepiember r9Ib,



Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya’s Past Students’ Union.

BY
Mr. P. G. Padhye, M. &,

e

It is indeed very painful to note that the relations be-
tween a School and its past students are now-a-days not
so cordial and satisfactory as they ought to be. Apart
from attending the annual school gathering or other school
functions, past students generally—there may be a few
exceptions more or less striking—do not, even cannot, take
any interest or part active or passive, in the advancement
of their school. Whatever might be its cause, the fact is
there staring us full in the face.

That we owe various solemn duties to our old Venerable
School even after leaving it—our Alma Mater who ungrudg-
ingly suckled us at her breasts with that sweet and price-
less nectar of education, who nursed and developed our
intellect, who instilled into us sound moral discipline: who
thus built up the broad and solid foundations of our future
career—and that we are responsible for the proper discharge
of these duties, no past student can conscientiously deny.
Our means, it is true, are unequal and limited; our oppor-
tunities seem to be very few, our pursuits are varied and
more or less absorbing. But these circumstances need not
deter us. We can, if we will, create new means and fresh
opportunities and utilise them in the service of our school.

This circumstance has led to the inception and steady
growth of the idea of a Past Students’ association. The
association, the subject matter of this article, was formed in
July last. Its aims and objects are :—

(e¢) To promote social intercourse among students,
past and present, of the school.
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(&) To aid as far as possible the intellectual, moral,
physical and economic betterment of the
school. o |

The administration of the body lies in the hands of a
Managing Committee of 9 members who ordinarily meet
once a month td transact business. 7The following gentle-
men are the members of the Committee for this year com-
-mencing from August.

1 Dr. V. B. Bapat, B. A., L. M. & S. ( President.)
Mr. S. V. Apte, M. A., (Vice-President.)

2

3 Mr. L.G. Lele, (Representative of the school)
4 Prof. T. B. Hardikar, M. A., -

5 ,, H. V. Tulpule, B. A. LL. B.

6 5, DL V. Potdar, B. A,

7

»» 9. G. Beri, B. A., (Hon.) -
Fellow, Fergusson College. J

8 ,» P.G. Padhye, M. A., Hony.
9 ,» N. V. Bhonde, B. A. LL. B. Secretaries.

-u-——-v-_-—-l
Ordinary
members.

About 140 past students of wvarious professions, and
qualifications have enrolled themselves as members, up till-
now, all.ordinary. Unfortunately none stands in the class of
patrons or Life-Members. Nevertheless this blank is some-
what redeemed by the membership of distinguished past
students such as Prof. Ghate, Maessrs. Y. A. Godbole, V. S,
Bhide and B. K. Gokhale ( all Indian Civil Servants )—all
being the brilliant stars of our school. The secretaries
" humbly request these and other high-positioned past students
to enter their names in the first two classes so as to improve
the finances of the Union. o

A brief account of the work done during the Ilast yearj
. and proposed for this year will elucidate the objeets mens.

tioned above.
5 .
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Some of the Past Students were kind enough to
conduct free classes in English, Sanskrit and other mis-
cellaneous subjects for the high standard students of
our school, who were examined in the books taught and
awarded prizes according to proficiency. An examination
in ¢ Irish Home Rule’ and ¢ Irish nationality * “was held and
a prize of Rs. 2 was given.

In April last, the Union organized Athletic Tournae
ments for the school-going students. The function was a
remarkable success. About 150 students took part in them
with keen interest and enthusiasm. Team Competitions in
Indian Sports such as strEmaRAT, Er @ and TRERIC were play-
ed out with great enthusiasm and aroused great interest and
pleasure among the spectators. The prize distribution cere-
mony, under the presidency of Prof. S. R. Bhagwat, gave
a splendid finish to the whole function.: Prizes worth about
Rs. 55 were awarded. Our school contributed Rs. 50 to
this purpose and our association is deeply indebted to our
venerable and kind Alma Mater for this generous and timely
help. Our Union contributed Rs. 10. Past Students, it is
hoped, will emulate the noble example of the school and

facilitate a wider and better organization of the sports in
future by liberal donations.

Now comes a rather hazardous task which the Union
undertook in last April viz. the opening of a Book-shop.-
The partial success, we got, need not damp our spirits or en-
ergy in future what little profit ( about Rs. 25 ) has been
secured will go to form a nucleus of ¢ Poor Boys’ Fund. "’

No words are needed to prove the necessity and supreme
importance of such a fund. Poor students learning even in
schools are every day experiencing many serious difficulties
and stahd in need of relief. The fund, like the above, is
expected to afford relief in the form of school fees, or books
or clothing etc. But ° indoor ' relief will be more honoura-
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ble and substantial than ¢ out-door ’ relief, The fund or a
portion of it should be invested in starting a workshop
where the poor students should work at such handicrafts as
tailoring, weaving, book-binding etc., on a fixed remunera-
tion. They will hereby earn an honourable and indepen-
dent living at present and a valuable resource to fall back
upon in future emergency. The work-shop, if honestly and
systematically conducted, is sure to prove a great success
especially under the kind patronage and unfailing sympathy
of the school and the present students. The Union has
made 2 slight beginning in the matter and is dependent up-
on the munificence of its members and sympathisers. for its
happy consummation.

The Union is conscious of the profound importance of
imparting the necessary moral and physical education te the
present students and has in view a scheme, which will most
probably be put into execution, as soon as plague dis~

appears.

We now alight npon a delightful item of this year’s
programme viz. the setting up of a fitting memorial of the
late Mr. Rambhau Gokhale, the veteran and painstaking
teacher of Sanskrit, and Life-member of our scheol. The
departed Guru was and is still deeply loved and revered by
his pupils and it is but fitting that we past students, should
make a permanent memorial either in the form of a Portrait
or prizes or scholarships in his name as funds allow. The
secretaries herewith earnestly appeal to all Past Students
for a liberal help in this connection.

Two social functions held under the auspices of our
Union, remain to be noticed. On the first occasion a fare-
well party was given to Prof. Ghate on the eve of his pro-
ceeding to England. It was attended by about 40 past stu-
dents and fostered a happy intercourse among them. Our
veteran and revered superintendent, Mr. Vinayakrao Apte,
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who graced the occasion, praised our association for its efforts
to promote good fellow-feeling among the past students.
"On the second occasion, Messrs. Godboele, Bhide and
Gokhale were heartily welcomed after their return from
England and congratulated for their brilliant success in the
I. C. S. Examination.

| The above-mentioned tasks which the Union has per-
formed or undertaken, make clear the lines along which it
is to work in future. They also sufficiently indicate how
the association is a very helpful agency of combining and
concentrating the moral and material resources of the past
students upon service to their Alma Mater and of associat-
ing them in its further progress.

Here we have a wide field of work spreading out before
us. The path of cur duty is strewn with many difficulties
and dangers. But there is to be mno shirking. We must
fight our way through them. Our Alma Mater expects her
sons to do their duty to her. Let us not, with the ideas of
national liberty and Self-government looming largely in our
view, belittle orforget the great importance of the work.
Work we must in lower strata, in narrower fields, before we
turn to wider fields and take up higher responsible service.
Let us all past students, high or low, rich or poor, near or
distant, rally under one flag and with one aim, with onemind,
with our hearts glowing withone love and pride for our school
devote ourselves whole-heartedly and steadfastly to the
service of our dear Alma Mater. '




Gymkhana Notes.

Soon after the opening of the College, when the dif-
ferent activities connected with it were apportioned among
the members of the College staff, Prof. Karmarkar was
placed in charge of the New Poona College Gymkhana.

Applications for the different offices in the Managing
Committee being received, and the votes of the General
Body of the Gymkhana being recorded, the following
persons were declared successful:—

(1) Mr. Kirane L. P. ~ General Secretary.

(2) ,, Bhopatkar V. A. Cricket & Foot-ball Secretary.

(3) ,, Apte W.T. - Reading Room and Student’s
o Library.

(4) ,, Palande M. R. Debating Union.

(5) ,, Rendalkar N. P. Indian Games. .

(6) ,, Kale. Ordinary Member.

(7) ,, Thakore. Ordinary Member.

(8 ,, ApteR. V. Auditor.

The different office-bearers tock to their duties with
characteristic enthusiasm and soon zall the departments were
seen in full working order.

In the field of cricket the college suffers from the want
of a convenient play-ground; but the difficulty has been
overcome by arrangements made with the P. Y. C. Hindu
Gymkhana, who have given the necessary facilities to our
students. In all six matches were played and our players
made a decent show in almost all of them. The Gymkhana
having come into existence at a later date and the other clubs
having settled their fixtures already, it was not possible to
arrange more matches. The attendance both at the Cricket
net and on the foot-ball ground was satisfactory.

Though the income of the Gymkhana is less than a
thousand, the Managing Committee were kind enough to
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allot a sum of Rs. 350 to the Reading Room and the Stu-
dents' Library. Rs. 200 have been earmarked for the
Library and will serve as a good mnucleus. Books have
been purchased of which the students can avail themselves
from the commencement of the second term.

As regards the Reading Room select and representative
papers from the different provinces have been subscribed
for and the spacious hall on the second floor placed at the
disposal of the Reading Room was always crowded with
students during the recess hour.

The Debating Club was formally opened by a very able,
interesting and illuminating address by Prof. N. N. Godbole
of Dayalsing College, Lahore. The Principal was in the
chair. The next two in the series were debates in which
students took a prominent part. The series was brought to a
close for the first term by Dr. Glover addressing the stu-
dents on ‘The life of the Greek tragic poet-Euripides’. It is
hoped that students will evince the same keen interest dur-
ing the second term which was apparent in the first.

Coming to the Indian Games, arrangements have been
made with the School Gymnasium for Malkkhan:d and wrestl-
ing. Two Afya-patya matches and one KAoi/Zio match were
played during the first term and even teams were selected
to compete in the Deccan Gymkhana Athletic Sports which
however have been postponed on account of the severe out-
break of plague.

It will be clear that good progress has been made in
the different departments of the Gymkhana and the office-
bearers are tao be congratulated on their zeal and per-
severance. -

Rules and Regulations for the Managing Committee of
the Gymkhana are being framed and will soon be published,




NUTAN MARATHI VIDYALAYA.

—————m — —— s | S - " O

Vernacular School DBuildings.

M- Cosrail -
2 FeoMn-

C.s.P. New Poona College Buildinges.



Response from Hyderabad.

-

As the college is badly in need of funds for a goocd site
outside the town, a commodious hostel and play-greound,
a deputation consisting of the Principal and Messrs. Potdar,
Hardikar and Shidore, all life-members of the institution,
proceeded to Hyderabad and did good work in spite of the
outbreak of plague there. The response of the Deccani
people was hearty, the sole credit being due to the popular
pleader, Mr. Keshavrao and—Mr. Naik. Rs. 2,000 were
collected in cash and promises of an equal amount were
received. A lecture was delivered by our Principal under the
presidency of the illustrious poetess Mrs. Sarojini Naidoo on
“ The ideals of education and the histcry of the New Poona
College. ” The president in her concluding remarks made a
stirring appeal to the people to help forward the cause of
education by subscribing liberally to the funds of our insti-
tution. We hope that other rich centres will emulate the
people of Hyderabad and help the cause of our iustitution.

©Our Photographs.

In this first issue of our Magazine we have ventured to
publish four photographs. One of them represents our
present College building and will serve to give outsiders some
idea of the sort of structure in which we are holding our
College classes for the present. It is a well-ventilated and
well-lighted stone-building on the ground floor of which are
accommodated the laboratory and the Intermediate class.
The first floor is occupied by the two divisions of the First
Year’'s Course in Arts. On the second floor is a big hall for
the students’ library and another of equal dimensions for
professors and the Office. Another photograph represents
the vernacular school building of the Nutan Marathi
Vidyalaya, the first of its kind in the presidency. The
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grandeur and the magnificence of the building speak for
themselves. The building is commodious enough also to
accommeodate some twelve classes of the High School. A
third represents the present College staff withthe exception of
Prof. Sabnis who joined us only on the 1lst of September. In
the centre of the group his many old students will recognise
the familiar figure of our popular Principal who by his
quiet, unassuming, and self-sacrificing work for the last
twenty-two vyears, has done yeoman’'s service to this
institution and brought it to its present status of a second
grade Arts College. The last is a group of two brilliant
additions to the L.ife-Members of the institution, omne of
whom Mr. Shah has proceeded to Cambridge for the study
of higher mathematics. His career in the Bombay Univer-
sity was unique, uniformly first class first. In his special
subject he has beaten all past records and itis our fervent
and sincere hope that he will secure a first class first even
at Cambridge. We wish him all good luck and a happy
return. Mr. Sabnis is an England-returned graduate with
a second class in History and Economics. It was exceed-
ingly kind of him to have offered his services voluntarily to
the institutiou when he could have secured better prospects
cisewhere. His example deserves to be imitated by all
who have the cause of education at heart,







Obituary.
e 4 e

We regreat to have to place on record in the very first
issue of our magazine the sad death on the 17th of QOctober
of Shrimant Mudhojiraoc alias Bapusaheb Nimbalkar, the
popular Chief of Faltan in his eightieth year. He was one of
the progressive chiefs and took a keen interest in education
which he has made free in his state. He was very kind to
his subjects and his relations with the British Government
most cordial. He leaves behind him an adopted son who has
received the necessary training in Raj Kumar College. and
will no doubt follow in the footsteps of his worthy father.
This institution owes a special debt of gratitude to the late
Chief for his donation of Rs. 1000 to the Mandali’s Fund
May the soul of the departed patron of our institution rest

in peace !

The sad duty has also fallen on us of recording the un-
timely death of a student of our College, Mr. V. K. Gokhale,
also a past student of the Nutan Marathi Vidyalaya having
passed his Matriculation in 1913. He was a victim of the
severe plague which is still raging in Poona and which has
dislocated all activities educational and others. He leaves
behind him an old father and numerous friends to whom we

offer our hearty condolences.




POSTSCRIPT.
02

The month of November is almost at an end and yet
the plague mortality has not gone down sufficiently to
make it safe for the college authoritizs to cpen the college
in its old locality. It has been proposed, therefore, to
start the Intermediate Class outside the town in a tent
specially pitched for the purpose. The commencement of
the ¢ Second-term ™ work of the First Year's Course in Arts
has, of course, to be held over till the beginning of the next
year, when, it is hoped, the plague will have subsided.

In view of this fact it is a regrettable circumstance
that this issue of the magazine will not reach the majority
of ‘¢ the college public ’’ for more than a month. Its publi-
cation, however,cannot be delayed any longer and the Editor
refuses to keep its light hidden under a bushel any longer.

For the college this disturbance caused by the plague
is a serious misfortune. It is a great pity that its work
should thus be hampered in the very first year—nay, in the
very first term of its existence, but the Editor can assure
““ the college public ”’ that the enthusiasm of the staff and of
the supporters and sympathisers of the institution has not
been damped in the least and the work will be resumed in
all seriousness from the beginning of the next year. In con-
clusion, the Editor wishes a merry and happy Christmas to
the students of the college and all readers of this Magazine!

Acknowledgment of a gift.

We acknowledge with thanks the most wvaluable gift
of the whole series of the ¢ Historian’s History of the World’
presented to the New Poona College Library by Mr. W. G.
Sane of Jubbulpur. Mr. Sane has already given proof of his
sympathy with the institution by becoming a fellow of the
Mandali. The College Library is naturally small and gifts
in the form of Dbooks are most welcome. We hope that

other charitably disposed gentlemen will follow the ex-
ample of Mr. Sane and help us in our endeavour.
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