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Functions of the Employment Bureau:

(1) To select apprentices for practical
training both technical and non-technical
in firms and industrial concerns; (2)
to recommend to the firms names of
suitable candidates for appointment when
requested; (3) to remain generally in
touch with employers; (4) to collect
statistics regarding possible openings and
supplying information to graduates and
undergraduates regarding the careers
open to them; (5) to advice students
preparing for various competitive exami-
nations, to supply them with particulars
of such examinations and if necessary to
organise their training and to organise
from time to time courses of lectures by
competent persons; (6) to advise the
Executive Council generally on all matters
connected with employment.
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On lnte“igence

All honout to those who win high academic
awards for their brilliant performance. Among
such luminaties ate wranglers who win tripos
at Cambridge, Jagannath Sankarsheth scholars,
D. Litts or Ph.Ds. They shine by reason of
extra—ordinary intelligence & close application
to work. They ate like the stats in the galaxy-
each a brilliant sun of incomparable magnitude !

The common man, though intelligent by the
common standard, is far removed from the
intellectual giants of the above type. But he
hears so much praise showered on them that
there lutks in his mind a certain feeling of dis-
satisfaction regarding his own humble capa-
bilities and often looks, with envy, upon those
who have extra-ordinary intelligence.

Let us put things in the proper perspective,
There is absolutely no ground for the common,
normal, rational human being to feel any in-
feriotity complex for having a less shining
variety of intelligence. Intelligence does have
its uses; but it is not everything that can make
2 man noble, happy or successful.

In life we find that lots of people, who have
risen high or have achieved much or done
something worth while to benefit society or
the individual, were never even in the first
hundred out of the thousands who appear for
the University or Board examinations. Our
chief minister Shri Y. B. Chavan is repotted to
have said that his purpose in attending a2
function to do honour to a first-class first girl
student was to meet some one who was more
intelligent than he | His remark speaks volumes
for the limitations of mere intelligence, It
suggests succinctly that a person without the
first-class intelligence of the type much admired
in schools and colleges, but possessed of other
qualities of the mind and the heart can hold a
high and responsible post in the society, This
view is substantiated by what Justice Naik
recently said at a similar function. He said that

Miss Shaila Patwardhan, F. Y. B. A,

in the wide world where opportunities go to
persons of varied capabilities, the possession of
only sharp intelligence and academic petfor-
mances does not afford a passport to getting
great honour or wealth.

Intelligence can be regarded only as a very
helpful tool; but nothing more. It is not every
thing. The great and the high-ranking have
openly said so. Those who can use brain with
maximum efficiency can no doubt carve for
themselves a place in the society. They befit
themselves for some skilled job, and if luckily
they get it, nothing is more desirable for getting
personal comforts, But there are very few
people who are such intellectual prodigies and
jobs suitable for them are fewer still. So the
mass of the common people, who are intelligent
but not extra—ordinary, need not feel worried
about not having a high degree of intelligence
which is only a rare phenomenon.

My father, who has come into contact with a
variety of students in the course of his teaching
experiences, once said that out of evety ten,
only one has the better type of intelligence,
three ate sub-standard and the remaining six
are normal persons with fifty percent normal
intelligence. He also said that only one in five
hundred could be called really intelligent and
one in ten thousand, an intellectual prodigy.
Others may have different - scale of judging
intelligence. But onc thing is certain, namely
that the mass of people is made up of men with
a fairly good type of intelligence and the intel-
lectual prodigies are very very rare.

Granted this, what is most needed in life is to
have faculties of the judgment, quick decision
and qualities of the heart like sympathy and
understanding. One should also be brave and

doyal to a cause. One has to be cotdial in be-

haviour to others and also social. All these
qualities of the mind and the heart are more
useful and prove to be valuable in the various
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walks of life. It is those who possess these
that get the first rank in life. Such persons are
adored and revered. They get a following.
They attract others and they become the leaders
of men.

Though, therefore, there is much truth in
the saying, ¢ Not failure but low aim is a crime ’,
let us not forget that the aim which we ahould
have and for which we should strive should
not be metely in the intellectual field. For one
thing, such an aim will be too narrow indeed.

% QUPUHT *

Moreovet, the ordinary man is not equipped
by nature with extra~ordinary faculties to justify
keeping before him such an aim which he can-
not achieve. Secondly, there lie, as we know
from experience, a great many things beyond
the scope of pure intelligence and these are
much mote needed and much more valued in
life. Let us, therefore, not underrate the student
who does not bag any prizes or win top scholar-
ships at school ot college; for he may have
other laurels to win in life.

" Mahabaleshwar :

From Geographical Point of View

Mahabaleshwar is popularly known as a hill-
station and was once looked upon as an impor-
tant religious place. Hence, an attempt has
been made to give an idea of the physiography
of the region. It is a source of the five impor-
tant rivers; the Krishna, the Vena, the Koyna,
the Solshi and the Savatri. On the Sahyadri
ranges its location is specified as 17° 51° N and
73° 30’ E in taluka Javali, district Satara. The
name Javali always reminds us the famous fort-
Pratapgath that held a strategic position in the
times of Shivaji when his fabian policy of
securing freedom tutned successful owing to
the rugged topography.

Briefly the Mahabaleshwar area can be divi-
ded into two main regions. The plateau of
Mahabaleshwar and the surrounding badly
dissected  hilly-region. If the plateau of
Mahabaleshwat is imagined as a palm, then
the projecting ridges formed owing to deep
erosion by wvarious river-streams resemble
fingers. Along the borders of such deep valleys

there are scveral spots, worth visiting. They -

are commonly known as “ Points ”, such as,
Babington Point, Window Point, Duke Point
etc. Thus, Wilson Point, Kates Point to the
east, Window Point (Autrther Seat), Elphinston

by Savadi A. B.
Natu G. N.
T. Y. B. Sc.

Point to the north and Bombay Point, Cornac
Point, Babington Point, Falkland Point to the
west of Mahabaleshwat give full picture of the
surrounding area. Generally speaking, the
gentle slope prevails on the eastern Points
down the river and precipitous slopes and gor-
ges are commonly observed in other directions.

Wilson Point, well-known for obsetving the
sun-rise is the highest spot on Mahabaleshwar
plateau, ranging to 4719’. Long ridges and hills
covered with dense forest are seen around it.
The Krishna, the Koyna, the Vena and blue~
valley can be located from this spot.

A picturesque sunset can be viewed from
Bombay Point, the height of which is 4245, It
gives a clear view of the Koyna-valley. Pratap-
garh is seen to the north~west,

A deep gorge of the Savitri is seen from
Aurther Seat. A dense forest is confined is the
deep valleys, near the streams only. The slopes
of the ridges are barren and terraced type. The
whole region is very badly dissected. About
200’ below Aurther Seat there is a place called
Window Point.

Thus five river—valleys are seen. All are in
the young stage; the Krishna flows eastwards,
the Savitri to west, the Koyna to south and
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the Vena and the Solshi to south-east. The
Krishna-river-valley is broader than any other
tiver-valley in the region. The surrounding
area is hilly and in many cases covered with
dense forest.

One more point about the ¢ Ghat-togo-
graphy * is this, the valleys ate deep and with
long precipitous slopes but the spurs with
alternate steep and gentle slope.: The whole
plateau is covered with a layer of red lateratic
soil formed due to leaching - a result of heavy
rain-fall, But when erosion predominates hori-
zontal strata of fasalt rock are exposed and are
worth seeing. The rain-fall suddenly decreases
a few miles east of Mahabaleshwar, as Wai
receives only 60/ while Mahabaleshwar 250" to
300", ‘Therefore, one may think that the ranges
on which Mahabaleshwar is Jocated are devoid
of rains which is not so. It runs approsimately
over the ranges on which Pratap-garh is situa-
ted, that is, to the west of Mahabaleshwar. In
this region the Koyna runs for a long distance
in a north-south direction before detouring
eastwards. It is a region of heavy rainfall and
thus a big “ catchment~area ”. While the
Krishna which flows eastwards does not receive
so much of rain~fall. No wonder, therefore,
that “ The Koyna-project > was proposed long
back in 1935. It is now under construction
near Karad.

This much about the physiography; let us
consider its influence on human life.

Except major rivers, the streams go dry dur-
ing the summer and the area is hilly. Rivers

The Follies of ‘- FASHION

The Twentieth Century has bestowed upon
us many boons and banes which have led to a
controversial change, not only in the scientific,
but also social, economical and ethical outlook
of mankind. Science has made rapid strides
towards progress and has achieved greater pro-
gress during the last six decades than it had
during the past six centuties, Together with
the boon of scientific achievements ( apparently
to a greater degree ) and other accomplishments

IRV

alone supply water for agriculture; therefore,
river valleys & not hill slopes are the proper
areas for cultivation, Full of forests, it is
« resetved 7, Whatever cultivation is practised
is on small bits of terraced type of lands.

Mahabaleshwar is linked to Poona & Bombay
by metalled roads. The number of restaurants
and lodges is very large as compared with the
population— ( 5000 ). During the tourists seasont
population suddenly increases and in, rainy
seasons suddenly decreases. Thus Mahabale-
shwat is a place of “ floating population >,

As it is a famous hill resort it is also well-
known for honey and special ¢ Mahabaleshwat
walking sticks > Mahabaleshwar is surrounded
by a dense forest and many medicinal herbs
like Hirda, Geta, Ramatha, Jambhul, Pisa,
Karvi, Pangli, Makadi, Shikekai, Bharangmul,
Karanj etc. are found. Many more other plants
like Lokhandi, Pisa Pangata, Jambhul Eirda,
Ambuki, Geta Karavi, go to contribute different
types of honey. Honey collecting societies are
also established ( Madhusagar ) and they export
honey.

About two miles from Mahabaleshwai there
is Agricultural — Research Centre, from where
several experiments especially on rice and vege-
table ~ cultivations are being conducted. The
products are sold at the market of Mahabale-
shwat.

Thus from many points of view Mahabale-
shwar is looked upon as an important hill

station.
* k%
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for the welfare of mankind, confoundingly] the
bane of fFashion’ too, has received a formi-
dably hearty applause.

Fashion literally means ° prevailing custom,
specially in dress ’; analysing this concept we
get a vivid picture of the extent to which the
term © Fashion’ is applicable. Where as the
dictionary clarifies that Fashion implies specially
the vogue in dress, we interpret this in a way
convenient to us & accept anything that appeals
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to us as Fashion. To substantiate this state-
ment it may be stated that to-day mankind all
over the world, is to a certain extent blindly
adopting various fashions, without endeavour-
ing to understand the implications of such an
act; so much that even the mecessities like food,
clothing and shelter are taken in a fashionable
mangner, every action, even a simple act of
drinking water is performed in a fashionable
manner. As a matter of fact certain institutions
ate being established wherein ¢ Fashion’ is
taught as a wholetime subject. These institu-
tions teach their pupils how to sit fashionably,
how to eat fashioﬁably, how to dtess fashion-
ably and evén to have a fashionable gait.

Though it may be difficult to determine the
genesis of all Fashion, according to me, how-
ever, Fashion mostly originates from necessity,
in as much as, in one place a thing may be a
necessity, in another place the very thing may
be considered to be a luxury and 2 fashion. Let
us have a few illustrations and venture to gene-
ralise that ¢ Those who follow fashion blindly
have no taste for it > and ‘ Fashion lis a Folly
and a waste. ’ ‘

In order to corroborate the first aspect, the
following instances may be consideted:-—

In Western countries, specially those located
above the Tropics, the temperature is normally
low and the inhabitants of such countries expe-
rience bitter chill and cold, so with a view to
protecting themselves from such chill and cold
they weat warm clothes which are both comfot-
table in style and offer adequate protection from
the cold. Thus, they are vindicated in weating
warm clothing, like woollen coat and trousers,
throughout the year, for it is a necessity for
them. People located in the tropical countries
[Jike India, Malaya and even of the Equator,
like Singapore, where the fury of the sun’s heat
is at its height, wear warm clothing, identical
to that of these Westerners, metely because
they consider such warm clothes to be a Fashion
without realizing its implications. Hence we
can see that they adopt the Western style of
warm clothing, which is a necessity there, and
which is neither a comfort nor a luxury in the
Tropics. Thus under the pretence of being
fashionable they exhibit their folly,
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The Chipese and Japancse are masters of
handicrafts and in order to facilitate their dex-,
terity they wear upper garments which are a
combination of a shirt as well as a coat with
two or more pockets wherein they keep their
small tools. In various parts of the world such
garments have assumed the name of ¢ bush-
shirt * ot ¢ bush-coat *, and these are worn for
the mete fashion of it. Of course, such clothing
is cheaper and more comfortable, but it is
stange that those who wear such clothes do not
know anything about their origin; they blindly
go in for it as a Fashion.

There are many instances to prove the follies
of such ¢ Fashionable Men °.

Having commented on the imprudence of
men, let us for a change divert our attention
to the Female Sect, who to an even greater
extent follow Fashion blindly. It is evident
now, that Fashion has become the very flesh
and blood of vain women.

In countries like Tutkey, France 8 Germany
where the population ratio of women to men
is larger, women in these countties are obliged
to participate in all sorts of vocations, which
extend to workshops and factories. These ladies
who work in workshops and factories have to
handle tools and machinery and so for them
long hair is an impedement in their work and
also a disadvantage, in as much as, there is the
probability of their long hair being entangled
in the machinety in motion. In order to avert
such a danger the women working in factories
and workshops have necessarily to wear their
hair shott. The women in other parts of the
wortld, who go no where near the workshops,
let alone the machines, too started to get their
lovely long hair cropped short with a view to
modernising themselves in the name of Fashion,
without even undetstanding the basic principle
implied therein. :

Another, foolish instance of these women
following fashion blindly is their wearing of
sleeveless dresses, with the result that, even
our Indian dresses like the blouse and kameez,
ate worn sleeveless in the name of fashions.

Such instances ¢an be quoted, such as the
significance of the application of the lipstick etce

'Thus, we have seen that a particular thing



* AT {QER *

invented for the necessity of it, is assumed as a
sheer fashion by others elsewhere, who are so
naive that they do not even try to understand
the basic principles implied therein and just rush
in for it and adopt it as a fashion in a sush
manner, thereby showing their lack of under-
standing and their tastlessness.

Having considered the first aspect of ¢ Those
who follow fashion blindly appear to have no
taste for it and that fashion is a folly, * now let
us consider the second aspect, viz : “ Fashion is
a waste ’.

Prima-facie, Fashion may appear to be quite
economical for a lot of waste material is utilised
for preparing fashionable articles. It is found
that some women stitch, out of the pieces of
cloth left over, women folk sew together small
pieces of cloth left over from a many coloured
shirt. This multicoloured skirt is considered to
be fashionable. Also tight clothes, in the name
of fashion, are worn by the present generation,
thereby a little more cloth which would norm-
ally be required, is saved.

A shoemaker for instance, saves leather by
preparing fashionable shoes. He has two pieces
of leather left over, one red and one black, out
of each of these pieces he is able to prepare
only one shoe apiece viz: one black and the
other red; so what he does is that he makes a
pair of two shoes out of these red and black
pieces of leather, thus by utilising both the
pieces, he presents a two colourd fashionable
pair of shoes is made & sells them like hotcakes.

Thus it is evident that a lot of material is
saved by manufacturing things under the pre-
text of fashion out of the wasted or left over
materials, so much so, even junk is utilised for
decorating rooms.

But let us not consider the primafacie aspect

T 4
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of this statement; let us speculate a bit more
deeply and it will be evident that day in and
day out some new fashion or the other is being
created in some part of the world and people
rush in for it; what happens is that the former
articles in vogue go in the background with
the coming in vogue of the latest fashions.

The old articles will still be durable, but they
lose their charm merely because some things
have come in fashion; people stop attaching
significance to those articles for they think it
tasteless to use the old-fashioned articles, there-
by these articles are discarded by them. Clothes,
for example, when they are still durable are
discarded by people when they feel that some
ultra-modern style has come in vogue. Such
clothes are dumped at the bottom of the cup-
boards & they provide a rich food for the in-
sects and moths. We wonder how much wealth
is wasted by this practice. Parents have to
face so many hardships to provide their children
with the necessary fashions that keep on chang-
ing incessantly, and which is not realised by
these imprudent children who bully their parents
into buying new things for them.

As has already been stated above, fashion is
recieving an applause from the younger gene-
rations and it is sometimes wondered as to
where this fashion is going to lead them and
when, if ever, it is going to end.

Some of my friends, may, however, disagree
with me; for them I have only to say that
fashions may be accepted, but not all of them.
One should try to understand the implications
of fashions that are being adopted, and if it is
found that a particular fashion suits their tastes
and pockets, they may then decide if to adopt
it or not, They should not huant after fashions
for their own sake. For they overburden their
parents by their follies.
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Liberal Arts College In The U. S, A. : Some Impressions

I went to the United States under the Dan-
forth Foundation Fellowship Programme and
spent the last academic year i. e. 1961-62 at the
Colgate University, Hamilton, New York. I was
teaching a course in Philosophy and Religion
to the First year students. I was conducting
research in the Philosophy of John Dewey.
Besides these academic commitments 1 was
asked to wotk as the Resident Adviser in the
University hostels. I was given free access to
all areas of University life. Among other things,
I was naturally interested in student welfare
programmes and college administration. The
University authorities were very kind and gene-
rous to help me explore and find out for myself
the basic concerns of Liberal Arts College ably
represented by the Colgate University. At week-
ends and during vacations 1 visited other
small size liberal arts colleges and the world-
famous Universities in the North-E:st. I also
attended regional and national conferences and
discussed problems of college education with
teachers, administrators, alumni, educational
officers and others. It is out of this backgtound
of very stimulating and instructive expetience
that I am communicating to you some of my
impressions of Liberal Atts College in America.

Institutions of higher learning in America
are varied in their purpose, scope, structure,
dimensions and financial tresources supporting
their operations. There are technical colleges,
professional colleges as well as research insti-
tutions. There are co-educational colleges as
well as colleges for men only or women only.
There are two-yeat colleges ( They are called
¢ Junior Colleges °.) and four-year colleges
comparable to our own Arts and Science colle-
ges. Some institutions divide the acacemic year
into two terms and othets in‘to three terms or
four terms. Every college awards its own
degrees and lays down the requirements for
qualifying students for award of degtees. There
is no system of affiliating colleges to a Univer-
sity which centrally controls the academic
programmes, although thete ate associations of
colleges which lay down from time to time the

—by Dr. S. R. Kawle

minimum level of achievement to be shown by
colleges for accreditation. There ate privately
supported colleges as well as public suppor-
ted ones. The private colleges are expensive.
The expenses of tuition fees, hostel fees includ-
ing mess charges and sundry items come to
about 3000 dollars a year. The expenses in a
public institution may vary from a thousand to
fifteen hundred dollars per year. Usually,
there are residential colleges, and non-residen-
tial colleges are also working in the big cities
like New York, Boston and Chicago. The Col-
gate Univetsity is a private, independent, four~
yeat, residential, liberal arts college for men in
the rural area of central region of the New
York State. Because of variety of institu-
tional patterns, it is not safe to make hasty
generalisations.

A Liberal Arts College is comparable to 2
College of Arts and Science in our country.
The aim of such a college is to give ©liberal’
or ¢ general > education in the fields of huma-

nities like literature, natural sciences like Physics
and social sciences like Economics. There is
always a large variety of papers which students
can select and they also have more freedom in
choosing their teachers for particular subjects.
The academic programme of subjects and
papets of a student is decided on the basis of
individual scrutiny of his previous achievements.
You may find a first year student taking one of
his papers with the second year boys. Similarly,
a fourth year student may be taking a paper
which is usually meant for the second year
students. Teachers themselves are the examiners
to judge and evaluate their students’ achieve-
ments. There is no exclusive emphasis on final
examinations. Daily work of the student, his
class participation and tutotials he writes for
his teachers are carefully taken into account
while giving the final grades for student’s work.
Instead of marks and classes like first class and
so on, they have points and grades. If you
study for two terms for one paper, attend
classes regularly and pass that paper, you get
six points and you may pass that papet in any
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of the grades from A to E. A means excellent,
B means good, C means satisfactory, D means
barely passes, E means “ border case ” and F
means failure. At the Colgate University every
student is required to obtain 123 points during
his four year career and then he is awarded the
B. A. or B. Sc. degree. In terms of load of
study work this requirement is comparable to
our present load of 23 papers to complete the
requirement of passing the B. A. Exam. of the
University of Poona.

I have seen at the Colgate and other colleges
a genuine concern for making student life in
college a really exciting, challenging and
meaningful period of their developing persona-
lities, ‘There is usually an effort to keep balance
between curricular and extra—curricular acti=
vities. The subjects and papers are well thought-
out and provide a systematic exposure to the
main aspects of human cultute like science, att,
literature, religion and philosophy. Ame-
rican educationists belive that study of philo-
sophy and religion; music and fine arts; rhetorics
and literature; society, culture and political
ideologies should be propetly co-otdinated to
make the liberal arts programme an education
for the “ Whole Man. ” The emphasis is on
freedom, creativity, individuality in thought,
belief and expression, and on preparing the
, younger generation face challenges of the time
with self-confidence, courage, intelligence, and
spirit of adventure. Students ate encouraged
to participate in various activities and to learn
to play effectively certain roles in the network
of human relationships and social organisations.
This is clearly seen in the fields of student
news papers, student governments, student
clubs for music, debating and other social
events,

It was a pleasant experience to live with the
students in the University hostels. I used to
dine with them and help them in their study-
problems and social activities. Several students
have come closer to me in relationship, under-
standing and emotional attachment. There were
two African students in the hostel. They added
a flavour to our Indo-American dialogue and
opened up a new phase of expetience for most
of us. I visited some hostels entirely run by
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students. They are called “* Fraternity Houses .
I was delighted by students’ courteous behavi-,
our, friendliness and readiness to help. I noticed
that students do not consider certain types of
wotk as low or below their dignity. Students
setving as waiters are not looked down upon.
Evetywhere I saw in students a desite to share
one’s responsibility in group life, an utge to
learn to adjust skillfully in all human relations;
and aesthetic intetests of students were reflec-
ted in the decoration and colour schemes used
by them to make their rooms elegant and
attractive. Co-operative stores and canteens
partly or wholly run by students are usefu]
services rendered by students to the student—
world. Atranging sale and purchase of second-
hand books, organising Blood Bank programme,
raising funds for the help of poor boys are some
of the other useful activities which studeats do
in the college.

The college administrative office has many
responsibilities in relation to students. There is
an elabotate admission procedure to find out
students’ abilities, interests and financial condi-
tions. There is an amazing programme of
scholarships, free-ships, student aid, loans with-
out intetest and part—time jobs either in the
college or in the town. There is usually a
trained psychologist to help students in their
petrsonal problems. Free medical service includ-
ing hospitalisation, if necessary, is a part of the
duty of college towards students. There is
always an officer who helps students
seeking employment in different fields like busi-
ness, industry etc. This is called “ Placement
Service ”. The past students have organisations.
They are called “ Alumni Corporations.
They are very strong both in number and the
quality of their contribution to the on-going
concern of the college. The alumni have their
regional offices in different parts of the U. S.
There is an up-to-date directory giving full
information about past students. The alumni
take active interest in the growth of college by
giving generous donations, proposing new
plans of development and giving to the college
new and significant contacts in the outside
world of government, business, industry and
other organisations, Loyalty of alumni is
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such that the college feels proud and grateful
in counting upon them in matters of material
and spiritual support in its educational undet-
takings.

I was very much impressed by the Colgate
teaching staff. They call it a ¢ Faculty. ” An
attractive and functional physical plant equip-
ped with adequate library and laboratory facili-
ties must be a matter of pride to any college.
But what is more needed is the able teaching
staff which would carefully advise students in
their adventute of learning. I saw at the Col-
gate and other places a friendly community of
teachers who ate admirably discontented with
what they have known before and done so far;
and who are, therefore, always open to new
ideas and paths of knowledge. The academic
atmosphere at these colleges seemed to me to
shine both by modesty and curiosity. Thete is
a trend in these colleges to develop courses for
which teachers from different departments have
to co-operate and work out a co-ordinated
programme of teaching. In the area of cultural
studies like Asian culture, emerging Africa, the
culture of Latin Americas etc. such program-
mes are quite common. They are called “Inter-
disciplinary Programmes. ” 1 have a feeling
that these programmes offer to participating
teachers a wondetful opportunity of revision,
criticism and construction of ideas. Research
projects are also undertaken by faculty
members. For this putpose they utilise their
long summer vacations and sometimes they are
granted full pay leave of absence to complete
their research work, Abilities and merits are
recognised, appreciated and publicly honoured.

Academic freedom enjoyed by teachets is to
my mind one of the principal reasons why one
finds in the U. S. colleges a sufficiently high
level of professional competence in teachers,
Freedom to plan and organise courses enables
a teacher to work more in the area of his special
interests. Production of high quality research
naturally results from the facalities given,
reduction in the teaching-load, and delightful
and creative teaching experience in the small
class room where students not only participate
but also challenge the teacher by raising critical
questions. There exists a more meaningful
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sttucture and function of teacher-student
relationship. The phrase ¢ quest for excellence
through clatity of understanding * aptly voices
the spirit of educational activity that goes on
in these colleges.

Problems of a private independent college in
the U. S. are, surprisingly enough, closely
similar to what we have been facing in India.
I found that there is an unusual degree of co-
ordination between past-students, teaching
staff, college administrators and the managing
council in undesstanding educational problems
and making decisions in the best interests of the
institution. Raising more and more funds to
meet rising costs of running a college,
attracting scholarly and able teachers to the
undergraduate teaching, improving the edu-
cational facilities of all kinds, and giving to
students not only excellent instructions but also
enriching experience of social living~- these are
some of the problems U. S. colleges are con-
fronted with. Gorgeous campuses, altra modern
equipment of the physical plant and concern
for growth and quality at all these places gave
me a feeling of vitality and enthusiasm,

It would be hypocritical on my part if I
give the impresssion that I have found in the
U. S. 2 Utopion system of education. I have
naturally come across social complexities and
problems that bother and confront edu-
cationists in the U, S. But what is more impoz-
tant to note is that the people concerned are
themselves deeply aware of their problems. It
is easy to say that they have not solved all of
their problems. No ‘active living society would
make a fantastic claim that they have no prob-
lems. But we must appreciate that the U. S,
society has made a ttemendous advance in
science and technology, economic and social
engineering by constant struggle and explora-
tion in the complex field of ends and means for
the betterment of people. Let us learn to
admire the © Attitude of eternal vigilence ’
shown by the leading countties of the world
like U. S. and the U. S. S. R.

1 participated in the various community and
University events like concerts, pannel discus-
sions, seminats, career conferences, convoca-
tions, party week-ends, parents week-end and
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the liké. This gave me a few glimpses of the
American community life. Through my asso-
ciations with variety of pecople the concept of
Christianity became more meaningful to me. I
could comprehend in concrete terms basic
concerns of the Christian faith. The Meditation
Centre of the Colgate University deepened my
spiritual convictions and rendered me an un-
failing protection and strength in moments of
confusion. ‘

*

*

<
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Thus, I have come back to my almamater
with a freshness of perspective, renewed vigout
and broad concetns for values of higher edu-
cation, international understanding and world-
peace.

This is not all what I want to convey to you.
But these certainly are the impressions and
ideas upper most in my mind when I recall the
delightful. and enriching experiences of the
U. S. institutions.

*

Sea Wealth

Water occupies three forths of the surface
of the earth. Its area would be 13 crores
square miles. Depth of the sea is deifferent
at different places but taking the avarage
it can be said that the volume occupied
by the seas and oceans is as vast as 30 crores
cubic feet From time immemorial man
has a curiosity to know what is hidden in
the depths of seas. It was this curiosity,
which led even Gods and Asuras to churn
the ocean as narrated in Mahabharat.
They were able to get fourteen precious
jewels it is said. Who in 20th century
would believe in this story ? But it is a fact
that the sea is a rich store-house of many
precious things so important to modern life
The term ‘ Ratnakar > applied to the sea
which means a mine of jewels is as true
to-day as it was in the days of old.

The wealth of the sea is of different kinds.
It is in the form of dissolved substances
present in its water and it is in the form
of living arganisms—the vegetables and the
animals.

Sea-water is mainly the solution of chlorides
and sulphates.
substance present in sea-water is common-
salt or sodium chloride as the chemists call
it. The chief use of salt is an ingradient of
food. Vegetarians and particularly rice
caters require more salt than those who eat

By far the most important

Miss Kalindi Kelkar, Sv. Bsc.

ywheat and meat. It is estimated that the
" former require about 7 kgs. of salt per head
per year while the latter can do with 3 to4
kgs. The deficiency of salt or excess of it
would result in painful ailments in the body.

In old China a culprit was given a diet
without any salt in it and it was considered
a dreadful punishment. Certainly it must
be ! Salt is used as a preservative for fish
and meat. We use it in pickles also which
we prepare out of mangoes, lemons and
chillies. Salt is equally impartant in many
industries. It is used in the manufacture
of glazed ceramics, in Metallurgy and in
the manufacture of many impartant chemicals.
Washing soda which is an article of every
day use is prepared from common salt by
the well-known Le. Blanc process. Before
this process was invented industry had to
depend on soda which occured naturally
in some earths or on a similar ‘chemical
potassium carbonate obtainable from the
ashes of certain plants. Naturally it was
not abundant and cheap as it is to-day.
The process has been superceded by a more
efficient and cheaper process invented by
E. Solvey.

rCaustic soda and chlorine which are two
other very important chemicals of commerce
require common-salt as the raw material.
When a current of electricity is passed through
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a solution of common salt, it is decomposed
in to sodium and chlorine. The sodium reacts
further with water and gives caustic soda.
Caustic soda is used in the manufacture
of soap and textiles, medicines and dyes.
Chlorine is required for thc manufacture
of bleaching powder, chloroform and in
a number of other industrics.

Salt is obtained from sea-water which
is allowed to evapourate in ponds by solar
heat. The salt thus obtained contains many
other substances besides Sodium chloride.
Salt is also obtained from mines. This was
formed hundreds of years ago by the drying
up of inland seas.

Sea-water contains on an avarage 35
parts of salts in every thousand parts of
water. Prominent among the salts present
are sodium chloride, Magnessium chloride,
Magnessium sulphate. Calcium chloride,
Potassium sulphate, Calcium carbonate and
Magnesium Bromide. Common salt forms
about 779, of the total salts.

When common salt is manufactured therc
remains behind a solution called ‘“ bitterns’
which constitute a rich souice of valuable
chemicals. The bitterns produced in the
salt-manufacture in India contains 2500
tons of Bromine, 45000 tons of Potassium
Chloride, 9000 tons of Magnesium Sulphate
and 15000 tons of Magnesium chloride.
Bromine farms an important raw material
in the production of photographic chemicals
and in the petroleum industry, while
Potassium salts are Valuable as fertilizers
and Magnessium salts are important to the
textile industry and for the production of
metal magnessium so useful in the air-craft
industty. These chemicals are recovered
a5 by-products during salt manufacture.

There are many sea-plants which are also-
useful. Some of the weeds growing in the
sea or on the sea-shore have the ability to
absorb iodine from the sea-water.
element is present in the plants in the form
of its salts. When the weeds are burnt
they remain in the ashes and the valuable
element iodine can be isolated. Japan
used to manufacture it from this source on

This *
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a large scale. The household use of iodine
is in the form of tincture iodine which we
apply when we get a bruise or a cut. By
its disinfecting action it saves us from any
future trouble likely to develop by the attack
of germs. Large amounts of iodine are
required in photographic industry, in the
dye-industry and in the manufacture of
medicines.

Another sea-weéd with novel properties
is called Algin. From the constituents of
this weed fibres can be produced and they
are sufficiently strong to be woven into
fibrics. However these fabrics are affected
by soap and soda and such a fabric can not
be washed. The fibres are however used,
in an ingenious process for weaving very
thin woolen cloth. Extremely thin wool
fibres are naturally too delicate to stand
for weaving operation are re-enforced by
combining them with Algin.fibres. After
being woven the fabric is treated with a
weak solution of soda and soap. Algin
fibres dissolve out leaving behind an extre-
mely finc and delicate woolen cloth. Algin
has many other uses also.

Another important sea-weed gives us a
substance called ‘“ Agar Agar”. Manu-
facture of Agar-a-gar is an important industry
in Japan and China. Agar-agar has the
property of forming a jelly with water. It
is used on a large scale in bacteriology, in
medicine and in food-products.

As the sea-water contains many inorganic
nutrients and organic matters as well, it is
populated by a variety of plant and animal
organisms. The ocean reecives nearly 70%,
of the total solar energy -received by the
earth which is used by many tiny plants
floating in the upper parts of the ocean
to manufacture living substance. These
minute plants which are collectively called
“Plankton’ are consumed by many different
of animals which thrive species in them.
Many fish large or small are dependent
directly or indirectly on Plankton for their
subsistance.

Fish is an important food for many.
countries like Japan where fertile land is so
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little has to depend on fish as main diet.

Since the development of methods for
storage of fish, transportation of fish and
fish-products to region distant from sea has
become possible.

Fish can be preserved by canning, salting,
smoking and drying. Producton of fish
meal and other useful prodcts from waste
material of fish has given rise to a large
fish-industry.

Oils obtained from the livers of the fishes-
like the cod, the shark, halibut and others
are rich in vitamins A and D and are there-
fore used in medicine,

The waste products from the fisheries are
converted into many useful products. Fish-
glue, an important article of commerce is
obtained from waste material of fisheries.

Besides the fish many other sea-animals
such as oysters and clams shrims, crabs
lobsters and turtles, terrapin are consumed
as food in large quantities.

Pearls which we use for our necklaces
are produced by a small sea-animal. The
industry of cultured pearls was found by
Mikymoto who after fifteen years of struggle
was able to produce a wholly spherical pearl
in about 1909.

Corals and tortoise shells are also obtained
from certain animals living in the sea. One
would not believe but the sponge is a skeleton
of a sea-animal. These animals are abundant
in Medeterranean and taking out sponges
and processing them for commerce is an
important industry. Besides these the whales
give +fat, the walrus another sea-animal
gives many valuable skins and furs. Whaling
had played a very important part in the
economic history of many nations. Because
whales furnished a large part of world with
illuminating oil, candles and whale-bones
with the discovery of petroleum the impor-
tance of deep sea-whaling has diminished
but the discovery of hardening the oil obtained
from whales by hydrogenation has revived
interest in whale-products.
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A very delicate perfumary product called
Ambergriss is obtained from the sea. It is
produced from some kinds of whales and is
found in the form of limbs floating on the
surface of the sea. It has a sweet smell
and is very wseful in perfumary.

All the above are instances of the mate-
rial wealth we get from the sea. But the
sea is full of unknown and mysterious facts
which if explored would prove immense
benefit to mankind. Man is therefore making
more and more efforts to obtain .his informa-
tion. Before 20th century a very little was
known about even simple things of the sea.
Nobody knew definitely what was the depth
of the sea at different places, whether’ any
animals live at greater depths and what
were their habits. It is now well known that
if we have sufficient knowledge of the sea-
currents, its temperature, its depths we
would be able to derive great benefit and
therefore man is now making equally great
efforts to collect such valuable treasures in
the form of knowledge of the sea.

India has sea on its three sides. But we
are not explotiting the wealth of the sea as
such as we should. The Indian ocean is one
of the greatest oceans yet very little is known
about it. In 1959 an International Body
has decided to investigate the Indian ocean.
More than 10 different nations are taking
part in it and this plan would continue up to
1965. The information would be very
useful in Navigation. It is expected to
bring to light many new animals and plants
growing in the sea. It would show whether
there are any valuable minerals at the bottom
of the occan and it would give many facts
which would be useful in making weather
forecast. '

References (1) Marine Products of -Commerce
by Tressler and Leman, Reinhold
Publication.

{2) Products and Processes by Kelkar and
Varde, Macmillan Publication.
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eonﬁdence

 Harsh, harsh, life is too rash.

Oh, poor youth ! you shall surely crash. ”
Thundered the grinning clouds,

Those jealous, gloomy shrouds.

A youth stood there,

Gazing at their sneer,

Still unjolted, he stood without fear,

Soon, he thought, the sky woyld be clear.

« Surely, a feeble, quite a feeble child,

How do you stand, abandoned in this wild ? »
The youth heard it but heeded not, ‘
The array of great men cheerd him a lot.

“ Vain, vain is your strut and play

Hark the deluge ! and our swaqy !

The youth raised his neck

Never doubling his confidence would break,
Mouch annoy’d the clouds fretpd

Roared, but no tremor was cregp (.

They rag’d and rumsl’d, they faded.

The yonth travell’d on —undaynted.

S. V. Kolhatkar
F. Y. B.Sc,

e

r[() The Swa“ow

From the farthest land,

Over the wind-blown sand,

Tell me, oh, gay swallow.

On thy airy heights,

In thy flutter and flights,

Under the wide-stretching hollow,

Is it to thy homeward way,

Where, the sun's ever bright and gay,
And has long been in your wait lying,
That with no fear thou art soaring ?
But whence came this presentiment,
That away the winter has slipp’d,

Mangala S. Keni
(T.Y.B. A.)

And the leafy spring has creep’d,
Into thy dearest, happiest land ?
Hark 1 thy very song speaks out
I, myself, know it not...
-..8till, on and on, to_yonder place
Me the presentiment of spring allures.
So on my airy heights

In delightful flights

To my happy land

With spring—bedeck’d

In a home-sick cry

Do I ceaseless fly. ”
*x * x
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