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v" Catherine Heathcliif ”

To try to describe Catherine Heathcliff is
a thing beyond one’s power. And when one
dares to do that attempt of describing a
character so passionate in temperament,
burning with such an unhuman vivacity, the
thing that comes out, is merely a faint echo
of the force and tumult of the original. I
think it is but natural; because the heroine of
“ Wuthering Heights * possesses a soul of the
rushing north wind, and the whirling stormy
weather, within which the ¢ Wuthering
Heights ” is situated. Her soul is vigorous,
almost fierce in its passions, with that pagan
adoration for life.

The story takes place on the background
of ‘““Wuthering Heights ”>—a storm-tossed
station on the top of a hill. It is a back-
ground matching the tones and moodsof the
hero and heroine. It has a share in making
up their characters in that peculiar way.
Itis in this ¢ Wuthering "’~—the atmosph-
eric tumult—-that Catherine Earnshaw is
born and bred. Her first appearance in the
novel is horrifying, wild, melancholy. Itis
the most unnatural, and unearthly appear-
ance, because she appears in the form of a
ghost; and after that she haunts us{like a
ghost till the end of the'story. Her appearance

R¢

assures us that we have to deal with a
character strange and aweful.

A guest has been lodged in her room in
“ Wuthering Heights ”. He is troubled by
a sound made by a firbough and wishes to

silence it.
“1 muttered, knocking my knuckles

through the glass, and stretching hand to
seize the importunate branch; instead of

‘which my hands closed on the finger of a

little ice~cold hand ! The intense horror of
night-mare came over me. I tried to draw
back my arm; but the hand clung to it,
and a most melancholy voice sobbed, ¢ Let
me in-let me in!” “ Who are you??* 1
asked, struggling meanwhile to disengage
myself. ‘¢ Catherine Linton ** it replied
shiveringly. I discerned obscurely, a child’s
face looking through the window. Terror
made me cruel, I pulled its wrist on the
broken pane and rubbed itto and fro
still it wailed, ¢ Let me in. It is twenty
years, I have been a waif for twenty years.’

The guest disengages himself after some
time; but we do not know what is going to
happen afterwards. Mr. Heathcliff’s tortured
anguish when he entreats the fiend to come
in still puzzles us, The whole incident is full
of horror fpain, anguish!and torture; and
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with a heightened curiosity we read the

whole story of Catherine’s life.
Like a haughty queen she reigns over all

persons who come into contact with her, As
a child she was mischievous, wavered
almost to the level of obstinacy. Even so,
she never meant any harm. She was innocent,

fresh and gay; handled only by nature.
But her stay in Thrushcross Grange shows

her another way of life-a life more civilized,
more cultured but less natural. She returns
as a ¢ bright, graceful damsel.” But the small
incident hid behind it a great potentiality of
raising a powerful struggle in her mind, and
the innate force realizes itself when she had
to choose between the two; Heathcliff and
Edgar Linton, between Wuthering Heights
and Thrushcross Grange. Though she is a
proud girl headstrong and haughty, she is
shown to be having a wondrous constancy
to old attachments. And she cannot decide
between her love for Heathcliff and her fond-
ness for Edgar. She accepts Edgar in a mood
of sheer whimsicality. One does not know
why,inspite of all the reasons she gives for her
acceptance. Was she desperate ? Was it that
she had no idea of the depth of her love for
Heathcliff ? She is perfectly aware of her
deep, almost fierce love for Heathcliff. But
she seems completely unaware of the impli-
cations of a married life. She thinks life
would be just the same. Heathcliff would
be able to enjoy life with her just as

before.
And it is an uncommon, almost unbeli-

evable kind of love that we find in ¢ Wuth-
ering Heights . There is nothing soft and
delicate and dreamy about it. It is fierce,
wild and fiery. It has no foolish airs around
it. The feelings it expresses are never nor-
mal or human; they are fiendish. It never
experiences joy or grief but agony and ecst-
asy. There is nothing mild about it. It is
a love which does not give pleasure to the
lovers but torments them, There is nothing
divine or highly moral about it. Catharize
knows Heathcliff to be a fierce, pitiess,

siFzlat Q&%
q. ¥

wolfish man, and she is never shameful or
cowardly to declare it; and yet she loves
him.

“ My love for Heathcliff resembles the
eternal rocks beneath: a source of little
visible delight, but necessary. Nelly, I am
Heathcliff. He is always, always in my
mind: not as a pleasure, any more than I am
a pleasure to myself, but as my own being.”

And with the same singularly fierce tem-
perament of hets she says, ‘“Well, if I
cannot keep Heathcliff for my friend-if
Edger will be mean and jealous, I’11 tty to
break their hearts by breaking my own.
That will be a prompt way of finishing all,

when I am pushed to extremity.”
Their love is far from being delicate; and

yet it is not rude or rough. It is simply
wild. Heathcliff surpasses her in his passio-
nate ferocity. When Catherine is on death—
bed, with all the bitterness of heart, she asks
Heathcliff : “ How strong you are ! How
many years do you mean to live after I am
gone ?” And in the torment of his soul he
answers — ‘“ Do I want to live ? What kind
of living it would be when you—oh God !
Would you like to live with your soul in

the grave ? >
That night Catherine dies. And when her

bodily presence passes out of the tale, she is
more in it than ever. The book is haunted
by her ghost as Heathcliff is haunted. Her
disembodied spirit is the mostireal, the most
passionate presence in it_beside his vigorous,

genuine presence.
The lover’s reaction to the news of his

beloved’s death is the climax of the novel.
We ate awe-stricken at the reaction. It is
the personification of all the wild passions, a

humon soul can possess.
“May she wake in the other world in

torment ! And I pray one prayer—I repeat
it till my tongue stiffens—Catherine Earn-
shaw may you not rest as long asIam
living! You said,I killed you.Haunt me, then.
The murdered do haunt their murderers, I
believe. I know that ghosts have wandered

KR
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V Economics and Art

As a rule, economics and aesthetics are
thought to be poles apart. A proverbial
economist is pictured as a frigid and insipid
robot, a philistine who deromanticizes life.
The pre-emption of the pecuniary motivation
seals him as a begetter of banality. But this
slipshod polarization is only superficial.

Subjectivity is common to both-the crea-
tion of beauty and how. to fight inflation.
Still another point which rules out this
alienation is the accepted generalization that
cconomic stability promotes aesthetic
response. Though in earlier history, artists
were invariably impoverished, the Renai-
ssance artists earned handsome incomes.
In modern times, Van Gough, Toulouse-
Lautrec courted a vagrant and riotous’, life,
but that was a part of their departure from
the bourgeois morality. Affluence was the
unmistakable companion of a hightened
artistic response, because it weakened the
pull of the pecuniary motivation.

The intensity of this motivation was
determined by the model of the economic
society. The competitive model with its
inherent tickleness of prices, profits and
wages, the shifts in consumer tastes genera-
ted instability. The businessman had to
divert more attention to pecuniary interests

as it touched:his primary need - survival,
The modern model of corporations gave

a higher degree of security and provided an

aiFRlEt (&Y
q, ¢

opportunity to entertain artistic predilec-
tions. But the myth of hard enterprise
remained. Anything less than hard striving
competition was unacceptable. It is this
persistent myth that is frustrating the efforts
to reach harmony between the economist
and the artist. The communist attempt to
mobilise art to glorify and assert economic
goals is a graver peril.

The interference of the state can restore
the artist’s freedom in choosing the aesthe-
tic environment.Advertisement,by distorting
beauty,alienates the artist from the industry,
but this drawback can be eliminated.
Design, one of the important dimensions of
quality, should be looked upon from an
artistic  viewpoint, as industrialization
proceeds with fantastic pace.

Economic life has suffered a serious loss
because of the misconceived relation between
art and economics. The destruction of the
myth is not an open sesame, but it will
bring nearer the harmony. The more direct
pecuniary motives are to be reconciled with
the indirect but essentiadly human motives
of art. At the end of the economic spiral,
we may hope to see the businessman in
whom art and economics are 1nextr1cab1y
blended together.

( Reference : ¢ The Liberal Hour’ by John
Kenneth Galbraith )
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V¥ The Air We Live In

¢ We cannot see it; yet we connot live without it. »

1. If air is absent!

Living on the earth is rather like being
at the bottom of a sea, hundreds of miles

deep.
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Without the atmosphere there would be
no people or animals; birds or fishes; trees
or plants. There would be no weather, no
wind or no rain. And there would be no
blue sky and no rosy sunsets and dawns.

Fire would be impossible without air.

2. How cold is the sky ?

It is not true that air gets gradually
colder the higher up we go. It hecomes
colder upto the height of about seven miles;
for the lower layers of atmosphere are
warmed by heat radiated from the ground.
In the * Stratosphere >’~thatis in the next
layer up-the temperature remains almost
the same, but it drops to 40°F. at about

eighteen miles. Then the temperature begins
to rise, because of certain gases that absorb
heat directly from the sun, When these gases
disappear at about fifty miles the tempera-
ture drops down to 117° F. After that it
rises steadily, reaching to 4118° F. at about

250 miles.

Even if we could live in these amaZing
temperatures, we could not feel them. We
feel warmth on summer’s day, It is because

G



our skin is being bombarded by countless
air particles. Our sensations of heat or cold
depend on how fast these particles travel.
But in the thin upper air, there are not
enough particles for the skin to feel them.
From fifty miles upwards, any living creature
that found itself in space, without the
atmosphere to protect ‘it, would be grilled
to death on one side-the side facing the sun
and frozen on the other.

3. What is Weather ?

The thing we notice about the air is its
movement, which we call wind. The
great wind systems of the earth are caused
by two forces, the heat of the sun and the
spinning of the planet on its axis. Were the
sun alone at work, all the large-scale wind
would blow from a point directly under the
sun and spread high up in all directions.

The atmosphere is not a calm ocean of
air, but a rough tossing sea, surrounded by
tremendous waves. And these waves make a
difference in our weather. Whenever the
air above us humps itself into a great wave
crest, there is likely to be fine weather on
the earth below.

We have heard the weather forecasters
talk about ridges of high pressure. A “high”
is like a hill or mountain of air. Because it
contains more air than the other masses
round it, wind spiral outwards from it.
Then the upper air sinks to fill the gap,
warming as it compresses. So the weather
in high pressure area is usually sunny and
dry.

A “low” on the other hand, is like a
valley or a depression in the atmosphere.
Wind blows into low—pressure areas and the
air, then rising to cool heights, condenses
into fog or rain, It is a zone of low pressure,
where warm and cool air meet; and the
tempests of the earth are born,

Probably we have also heard of warm and
cold  fronts ’. As their name suggests, they
are the forward boundaries of moving masses
of air., A cold front occurs when a cool,

CIEA LR

swift-moving air miass overtakes warm air
and thursts it suddenly. It often means
violent winds and thunder storms, but the
bad weather is usually in small area and
passes fairly quickly.

A warm front happens when a warm air
mass slowly overtakes and slides over a
cooler one. Then large areas may be
covered with dreamy, rainy weather that
goes on for days.

4. What are clouds made of ?

From the frowning thunder clouds to the
billowing white ¢ Cumulus >> we see in the
sky on summer day, all clouds are made of
the same thing i. e. water~vapour.

On clear, dry days water-vapour is
invisible. But when warm airis cooled, water
vapour could be seen. It may fall as rain,
hail or snow or it may coat the ground as
dew or frost. And when it condenses into tiny
droplets [5000,000,000 would go into a tea-
spoon] we callit fog—or riding aloft a cloud!

If air currents were visible we might
look across the fields on a warm July after-
noon and see endless columns of warm
air rising from the ground. Each column
would be supporting a white column
of clouds. As the air rises it gets cooler until,
at a certain temperature, theinvisible water-
vapour is condensed into visible droplets.
The height of the cloud shows us the level
of temperature in the sky, '

5. Why is the sky blue ?

Most of the beautiful things around us
are caused, in one way or another, by the
atmosphere, The blue sky and the blue sea,
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white clouds, pearly autumn mists, colourful
rainbows, the flash of lightning—all these
coine from the surrounding air.

The sky is blue, for example, because the
air particles catch the short blue-waves of
light and spread them across the sky.”But
blue sky is only about twelve miles high.
Beyond that it darkens to violet. Above
twenty miles it becomes black and stars
appear.

The rosy colour of dawn and sun-set are
made in a similar way. In the morning and

evening the sun lies low on the horizon, %0
its rays must travel many more miles of
earth’s atmosphere than at mid-day. Air
particles filter out most of the shorter
wavelengths like the blue ones. The longer
reddish wave lengths then show up in the
slanting beams.

So if you feel like blaming the atmosphere
for a rainy day, remember that it gives the
earth its light and warmth and colour and
provides the breath of all living things ! !
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