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PREFACE

This Reader is intended for the use of the
educated classgs of the Madras Presidency. Hitherto
many have learned the Hindi Language with the
help of the ordinary primer. But this book is
specially designed for grown up and educated persons
though it will also serve the purpose of a Primer.
We hope also to publishya key to this Reader in
Tamil and Telugu, The Vernaculars being akin to
Hindi in grammatical construction, we suggest to all
those desirous of learning Hindi to make use of the
Vernaculars as medium rather than English. We
Know by experience and many who have attended our
Hindi classes feel with us that even twice the time
and energy spent in learning the language through
the medium of English leaves us in doubt regarding
many grammatical points and idioms which do not
puzzle us when interpreted in the Vernaculars,
One has only to compare the particular use in Hindi
with its equivalent in the provincial language to
solve any doubt that may arise during the course of
the study of Hindi through the medium of English.
Telugu is a much better aid in this respect than
any other Southern Vernacular inasmuch as it saves
the trouble of learning the Sanskrit pronunciation
and words. One is surprised to see such a remar¥able
similarity in all the Indian languages.
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- We wish to take this oppurtunity of removing
a serious misapprehension that seems o be prevalent
regarding the motive of these who favour Hindi
as an all-India-language. We know of an instance
when a friend remarked, “I have just been reading’
a beautiful piece of Tamil poetry and I must confess
that I am converted and can no more help any one
to replace our language with Hindi.” It is strange
to find people entertaining such misconceptions.
We endeavour to replace no language whatever with
Hindi. “We wish to give Hindi its due place in our
national life—uiz., to serve as a lingua franca for all
India for which it is peculiarly fisted by the extent

of its adoption and the ease with which it could be

leatnt. India has always been under exceptional
circumstances and in this case too, we feel, that it is
exceptional circumstances that require every person
in this land to know besides his mother tongue one
more language in order to make intercourse possible
with his countrymen of other Provinces. The elaims
of Hindi in this réspect are beyond {dispute. Hence
the plea for the study of Hindi.
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